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Lorenz Rexall Pharmacy

Oon May 11, 1933, Mr.
M. &. Gunsail took over
the stors from Mrs, Cora
Hortan, widaow of tha late
c. R. Horton, Prior 1o
awnership by C. R, Horton
it was owned by A. E.
Staniay. Tha buliding was
owned by A, M. Wresler
who operated a grocery
stora there for many years.
The building was passed on

to Mr. Whesler's daughter,.

Mrs, Eillzabeth Blackbum

In Decsmber of 1945
Mr. R, Douglas Lofent
joined our staff as a part
tirme empioyse while can-
tinuing his education In
pharmacy. Upon gradua-
tion with a Sachalor of
Sclance degres In Phar-
macy ind compistion of
states board sxams he was
amployed as a full time
reqgisted pharmacist and has
continued In this capacity.

in 1951, because of
space needed for other
merchandise we remaved
the fountalr and re-
modaeled the store with the
presant flxtures.

tn 1869 Mr, R, Douwglas
tarang changed tha stors
name to Lorenz Rexall
Phar macy. .

in 1934 when the
Narthvilla Record's owner
was Mr, Righard Baldwin,
Miss Virginia Anderson was
an amployess and en-
coursd Mr. Gunssil to
use "“Toby" In his advertis-
ing,

Toby wes scrawny, il
fed and. weafing a not too
giossy coat of fur, When
Mr. Gunseil signed the
papars and took over the
piace some four yesrs 390,
it was understood that
Toby went with the busl-
ness. .

In his youth Toby xeot
the Dasarment clean of mice
ang did such a good job af
1t that neighboring M-
chants approached Mr.
Gunsel! on the possibility
of borrowing Topy for the
night ln ofder to rid thair

Formerly Gunsail Drug Store

shops of simitar pests, but
this asmilgnment h 10Ok
without love of labor In his
heart,

“Toby's besn 3 good
smployee, we don®t ask
him to do any work at alt
any mors,” says Mr, Guo-
sall,

Toby's suggenions for
bargaing at the cornes drug
store have appeared in The
Record at (requent Inter.
vals (or tha Dast TOUr yoars,
since Toby was reieasod
from his task of keeping
the basement free of mice
and promoted, because of
his age, to the advertising
‘qepartment. When he was
only two manths aid Toby
attached himseif ° to the
drug stors than, owned by .
the late C. R, Horton. He
stayed an when Mr,
Gunsell bought the place.
Among his favorite haunts
was W, H. Corrin's dack
fance and Tom GQarting.
ton's Insurance office win-
dow when he had his office
on Sguth Centar street,

Many's the’ time that
neighboring store keepers,
borrowed Toby for the sx-
press purpose of rlading
thelr stores of mice. Cus
tomarg, too, looked
forward to seeing Toby as
Lhey made thair way Inside
the corner drug store,

Toby, who knows
the stock better thamn ony-
ene [0 the store ls going to
kesp The Record readery
Informed about . what it
best t9 buy and when,

in fagg e I3 Dbeing
made very easy for Toby
these days. Becauss of his
age, even his meat I3
pought for him sach day

and sarved by Miss Lsonad f

Motfitt, chisf sandwich
maker for the noon-day
lunchers, With an occasion-
2l snack of mackerel, Toby
eats hamourger axciusivaly
-~ 3 whole {lve cents worth
daily.

Thess many years [0bY
has digtinctly disiiked red
dogs — this disiike dates
pack to the day that Orlow
Owen's big red dog chased
him into the basement

SUNGays, wnen the store
Is nolsy with childran w i
come to buy the funny
papers and lce Cream
cones, Toby retreats to the
nassment and it not seen
until the regular Monday

. trade begins,

Any medicat attention.
that Toby neaeds must De
administered by Victor
Lumisy of the prascription
department. '"Vic'' has 4
way about him and whan
Toby has an ache or 3 9din

he hunts him out tor
sgothing and relief. .
Toby's siihouette ap-

pears in this week’s adver-
tising columns and will be
sean thers frequently in
the months {0 come.

TOBY
WMIItary  rites’”  were
heid Friday for Toby, 195
yesr-old fetine, who after
ysars of falthful service as
2 mouser and Dargain

‘humter at the Gunsell Drug

store, diad marly that day.

Final resting place for
this bDetoved cat wis be
neath » crabapphke tres in
Sloam's woods, Officiating
at the funeral were Rusly
Lock, Charles Frayal, and
Olck Guniai,

As Toby's dody wias
lowered into the grave, a
21gun saluta (cap oistols)
wiys fied by the (hree
young palibearers., —

- —— — —p——
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Adventurous Pioneering Years

Recalled by Northville Settler

Editor's Note: The following
history, written by David Clarkston,
was published in the Record onjuly
12,1874,

1 have often thought that some
incidents in the early settlement of this
place, would be interesting to your
readers, and being one of the Pioneers,
I propose to commence by giving
something of the history of the first
settlement here, in hopes that someone
mare  competent will continue the
subject:

In the Spring of 1831, several
families, in the vicinity of Ovid, Seneca
County, N. Y., concluded to emigrate
to the then Territory of Michigan,
They concluded to go in company, and
included Robert Purdy, and family,
Capt. Wm. Dunlap and family, Henry
Waldron, Samuel Blackwood, Peter
Larkins, and their families, and Wm.
Smith and two sisters.

As there were no railroads then the
only public conveyance being the stage
coach, or canal and steamboat, they
thought best to take the latter,
Accordingly they made arrangements
with Robt., Purdy to take him on board
of his cnal boat, the “Shark", at
Sheldrake Point, Cayuga Lake, and
thenee 10 Buffalo, by the Erie canal.

About the first of May 1831 with
al! their luggage, and provisions to last
them through, they embarked on the
“Shark™, and having engaged 2 man
‘with a span of herses to tow them to
Buffalo, they started on their jouney to
the promised land, in search of 3 home;
none except Mr. Purdy having made
any arrangement, purchased o had any
idea of what part of the territory they
should seuls in. Mr, Pudy had
previously purchased some land, some
five or six miles west of this place, on
the Base-line, near where §, K. Starks
now resides, and had a piece shopped
off, and the body of alog  houm put
up, ind came with the intention of
settiing there, He would of course
recommend 0 his companions that
part of the country as a desirable place
to locate.

Capt. Wm. Dunlap, in addition to
hs own family of two girls and two
boys, brought two other boys with him
whom he had taken to bring up and

-
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help clear up the wilderness, Lawis
McCormick, aged 18, and the writer,
aged 14. The company traveled by
daytime and “lay up” nights. They
were about 3 week reaching Buffaky
They then transferred their families
and puppy dogs (of which there were
several in the company) and luggage, to
the steamboat “New York," for
Detrait, and we said good bye to Lhe
old “Shark”, Mr, Purdy having so\d her
to parties in Buffalo. We were nearly
three days on the lake to Detroit, and
many of the company were seasick,
This was the most disagreeable part of
the journey,

We landed in Detroit on the 18th
day of May. Detroit had then a
population of & little over 2,000.
“Ben” Woodworth kept the lrgest

- Tavern in the city, called the “Steam

Boat Hotsl”, located somewhere on
Atwater street, and ‘“‘Widdow
McMillan™ kept the “Yankee Boarding
House", near where the Franklin House
now stands which was in the outskirts
of the town.

In Detroit Herry Waidron and
family, parted with the company and
went towards Pontiac, where they had
acquaintances, and where they located
permanently. The rest of the company
procured teams to bring them to the
Township of Plymouth, the woman
and smaller children riding, while the
ret had to wak,

The streets in Detroit were one
continnual mud hole, and the roads
through the country were worse if
pousible.

We came owt through Spring Wells,
across the river Roughe, at “Salsbumry's
uwem,” on the Chicago road, by
“Tenyecka's,” through the *“Bucklin
Woods,” and across “Togish Plain” to
Ptymouth, :

Mr. Purdy and family went to his
brother's, James Purdy, near Plymouwth,
and from there to his farm and future
home. Mr. Larkins settied west of
Northville, and cleared up the farm he
riow owns and lives on. Mr. Blackwood
settled in Novi and remains where he
first settied, an honored citizen of Lhe
town, and has raised 3 large family of
children. My, Smuth and sister settied,
with the rest of ther famiy who

L? Not so, insists Fred Wendt
who operated a garsge business in the stone
building that steed at the northeast corner of
Main  Streets where
supermarkel is located today. The old stone

school. says Wendt, stood on the east side of

the A&P

drove them several years, and became

now Ford Field. This picture. insists Wendt, is the
Palmer Balcksmith Shop that stood on the north
side of Main, between Center and Wing streets,
That’s old Jarvis Palmer on the right. One of the
men in the center of the picture is Peter Barley,
who operated the business with Pzlmer.

followed 'them, on the Base-Line, west
of Mr, Purdy's,

Capt. Wm. Dunlap bought of John
Miller, 180 acres, being the center of
the north half of section three, on
which Northville is located, which was
partly improved, with the “Northvilie
Mills,” then & small grist mill, with a
pair of rock stones, which Mr. Miller
and [sael Nuh had made out of a Large
Boulder found near the site of sid
mill, & work of patience and

perseverance, not to be thought of in

;AR

DAVID CLARKSON
Author of Early NorthviBle Hislory

»

these days. He moved his family into a
small log-houss, with a “stick
chimney"”, on the outside, that stood
near the mill, and commenced work in
earnest.

The first thing needsd wasa team.
S0 he went to Detroit and purchased
out of a drove of cattle, from Ohia, 2
yoke of oxen, and two cows; yoked the
oxen to his wagon, which he had
brought from York state with him, put
on a load of his goods st the wazehouse
in Detroit, and then started on the way
for home, driving the cows ahead. Oh!
how the boys laughed when they saw
him coming, for being s leftshanded
man. he made 1 - very awkward
ox-driver,

The oxen I shall never forget, for |

artached to them. The nigh one wasa
large brindle, white-face, very kind and
of good disposition; the off one a larpe
black ox, very heavy befors and light
behind resembling 2 buffalo more than
an ox, and of an wgly disposition, They
made z very servicable tsam h logging
and plowing the new posods. We
commenced work immedistély, putting
in some corn and repairing the
grist-mill. Wo planted six scres of comn
on the west side of the road, or where
it now Center street, from Mist
Wheeler's millinery store now stands
north of Dr. Hueston’s, and west to
Wing street, the 6th day of June, and it
ripened and yielded well. '

In a few woeky after settling Lowis
McCormick, the young man befors
spoken of, was taken sick with chills
and fever and in few days died. Dr.
Emery attendsd him and ewrything
that could be, was done to halp him,
He was the first onebusied in the place
His grave was located south of tha
road, back of where Waterman's mest
market now standy, snd afterwwrds
removed ta the new cemetery,

The country was very new then
and settlers few and far between.
Panjel L. Cady lived in 1 Jog house near
where the Cady hotel now standy, Pitts
Tafft was on the Taftt farm; Chauncey
Reynolds on the Base line west:
grand-father Joseph Yerkes east on the
line; H. S, Bradley a mile south, and
John Wslkch farther east. Hinm
Robirson owned the farm and saw-mill
sauth and A, B, Markham next on the
wuth,

Thers wax no village here then,
Northville had not been thought of,
Father Hickox had a littls shop and
turning-lath, neas the mill, and repaired
snd made spinning-wheeis, grain
cradles, rikes, etc.

J. M, Mead and his brother Samuei
had 2 board shanty on the comner right
where Hungerford’s store now sands,
and kept goods and groceries 1o seli to
the few sertlers who came to mil.

Lewis Clark lived (n a log houss
outh of Cady hotel corner. He was 5
very zealows methodist; 1 very loud
praying man, and could be heard ali
over the neighborhood.

Settlers came very fast, Every day
30MME hew comert were heard of,

Daoiel Johnson started 3
blacksmith shop near the mill, and
soon after some of our neighbors and
acquaintances from Senecy Co, N.Y.,
settled in  the vicinity. Robert
Blackwood, Clinton Johnson, James
DeMott, M. Hughston, and others.

People came here to trade, and for
lumber, and this began to be 2 business
centre. Mr. Sterling s0ld his farm (now
the C. I, Leonard farm) to J. DeMott
and came here and built the first public
house or tavern. The same house is naw
owned and occupied by Capt. Duniap,

A post-office was established here,
and J. M. Mead filled the position of
post-master - the first one here. The
postage on lecters then was twenty-five
cents,

The citizens held a meeting in
Mead's store 10 decide on 1 name for
the place and "Northville” was the
name decided upon,

The Pioneers were men and
woren of intelligence, stem integrety
and good moral character, and their
influence in rhie rnmmanite ic wen and
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Hiram Fuller was of the number.

’~

 Settler Recalls 'Pioneering Days

felt tu-day,

Forty-three years have paused, and
what a change has taken place! Hereis
a beawiful, thriving village of nearly o

- thousand inhabitants, in whose strects |
have wen many 2 wikd det and turkey
not to speak of an occasional black
bear,

Many of the (ust sttlen have
pamsed away. Capt. Dunlap is living in
Northville, a hale, hearty man. Peter

‘I have seen many a

wild turkey . .and an

occasional bear . ..’

Larkins and Samuel Blackwood occupy
the same farms they fiom settled on and
improved. Henry Waldron is livin near
Pomiiae, and Wm. G. Smith lives near
Langsburgh.

That litte company of pionesrs
have obeyed rhe seriptural injunciion,

“multiply 1nd replenish the earth.™

They have all raised families of
children, some ol which, in these days,
would be considered very lasge
families. mary of them men and
women grown. honored eitizens, and
valiable members of soeiety.

A great many incidents might be
mentioned 0 connection with the
settlement and growth of Northville,
that would be interesting to thess in
this locatity.

I write this in hopes that some one
better quatified wiil be induced to give
us something better regarding the early
tustory of this purt of the country.

(AT T LT YT

{August 15, 1874}

ln a former articie headed “'The
Pioncers,” | gave some incidents of
Pioneer life in the first settlement of
Northville. and vicinity, in hopes that
someone better qualified would take
up the subject, and a3 no one seems
inclined 10 say anything, or find fault
with what [ have written, and a1 [ have
been requested by several to continue
the subject, | will therefors continue to
give some of my recollections.

As some have aked abowt my
joumal, I will say [ have &Lept no
journal but depend upon memory for
the facts and incidents related,

The first fame dwelling house in
Northville, was built by Wm, Dunlap in
the fall of 1331, and stood on the
carmer whete Doctor Hussion's house
now stands,

The next house was built by J. M.
Mead, and was located on the corner of
Main and Center streets, where the
Cady house now stands. Daniel
Johnson put up a building on the
opposite comer and used the Jower
part for a blacksmith shop and the
upper part was used by G. H, Wilcox
for 3 shoe shop.

John Waterman purchased the
tvern of Mr. Sterling, and kept 3 firn
class public howse, also a tailor shop in
one room, and ¢ut and made garments
for those who could afford to wear
good clothes, Wheas was worth fifty
cents a bushel, and a days woek for 2
sbie bodied man, five shillings (624
cents). In  church matters the

. Presbyterians seem to have been the
Pioneers here, a3 1 church  was
organized in {829 at the house of
loseph Yerkes, by the Rev, Mr. Prince.
There were eight original members.
Joseph  Yerkes, Mary  Yerkes. John
Yerkes, James Purdy and Deacon

Mr. Prince was the first Preacher.
Mevtings were first held in Mr. Yerkey'
house, and occasionally In the -Barn,
afterwards in the log school house thar
stood on the bank near C, A.
Griswold's, .

The Methodist circuit rider ' and
saddle bags, made his appearance about
this time and a class was formed here.
Futher Hickox was the fust class
leader. The first circuit Preacher |
recoliect was the Revd. Mr. Colclozer.
The first presiding elder was Revd, M.
Gilruth, The {izst quarterly meeting I
attended was hald in Rufus Thayers
barn, Elder Gilruth preached. Any one
who could get in sight of the barn
would have no difficulty in hearing the
sermon,

Methodists in those days were
sincere, honest, zealous, hearty and
noisy in their profession. The
Methodist became the largest and most
popular church in Norihville znd
numbered 2mong its members many of
our moit prominent citizens. ’

They built the first church edifice
in Northville in 1836, The sume
original church around the corner, now
owned and occupied by the Methodists
in Nosthville,

Qf the original founders of the
Methodist church here, there is but one
living that [ know of, Paul W. Hazen
lives on the wme farm he commenced
on over forty years ago, the mame
consistent earnest methodist, not quite
asnoisy.

# o majority of the Pioneer satilers
of this place and vicinity seem to have
been church members and their
influence predominated in the
wttement and had an important
bearing upon the character and morals
of socicty and the good reputation of
the place.

But the settlers were not ail of a
religious ot pious turp of mind, some
were given (o mischief,

I recollet a crcumstance that
happened about this time. that was

Sae ‘Rowlsad' on Page 6-C

HORSEPOWER — Horse power meant just that a century ago when
The Record was launched, These two pictures reproduced from oid
glass negatives are believed to have been taken on the old Griswold
farm at the eastern edge of Northville. '
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strongly impressed upon my miod, and
F " ~a thought was an awful wicked
. ition and went to show thet the
P - ‘nfluence of the majority did not
restrain the bed ones. :

The Methodins used tq hoid
mwetings in & log school house on the

-cgnes of Benton's farm, opposite
where Newton Johnson now lives,
alked the “Benton school house.” A
meeting was appointed to be held at
the above named hous on a cermin
wbbath. I with svers| other boys and
young men went to attend the meeting
on Sunday morning. We were early,
and what was our astonishment to find
that during the night, some persons had
tom the house down, by prying the
loge out of the sides, and ends, and
ktting the roofl down over ths ruima.
They then shot a large bull belonging
to Mr, Benton, wnd phiced the carcas
on the ridge of the fullen roof, set it up
in a position natural s life, and
before it on a board placed 3 bibie and
hymn book.

This created quite 3 senmtion at
the lime, and the comumunity wers
much excited. This went to show that
although poed influences predominated
they were not sufficient, 1o resirain the
evil mindad,

The maseting was heid that day in
the house of Gannett Ramsdell across
the comer, who kindly offered the uss
of and opened his doors for the
ocCaALion.

The only stoce in Northville wes J,
M. Mead & brother. About this time
I 4 H. Rowland came and buit a

m the corner of Main and Center
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streets, where Miss Wheeler now is, and
commenced business. He entered into
partnership with Arthur Edwards and
kept 2 coumry store. The {irrs name
being Rowltind & Edwaurds. He
afterwards bought out Edwards and
continued in busines himself in the
sune store until his death.

Mr, Rowland was a very prominent
man in Northvilie, 3 local methodist
préacher an actiw member of the
church, an ardent politician, g ready
dsbater, carisd on swvenn} beanches of
bugnes at the mme time, Intelligont

Northwill

e

NORTHVILLE CAMERA SHOP

200 SOUTH MAIN ST,
NORTHVILLE, MICHIGAN

Builds One of First

Stores

Faal.

and progressive, he ook 1 lively
interest in al} important questions of
the day; was elected 3 representative to
the State Legislature from this district,
1+ man of great influence in this
community, and done a1 much or
more, towards building up and
impeoving the village of Northvile,
than any one man that ever lived in it.

I will stop here for fear of being

tedicus, [ am in hopes that some one

clso may be induced 10 Live uz some
recallections that will be interesting to
your readers,
LILIIT T TTTY
Tuly 18,1874
lohn Young and “Bill™ Pitts,
dressed the firgt beal butchéred in
Northville, They wers Englishmen and
very Englith in their manners. They
were promincat among the Pioneers,

Main Street, Northvills, Mich.

owner of the Northville Hotel in 1835,
and with his brothers Lewis, William
and Phineas, became citizens of
Northville, Lewis taught our school,
Wililam and Phiness kept the dotel
after Michiel. Phineas wus a1 wery
populer handlord, social, genial good
harted, charitable, friendly and liked
by all. Every Ploneer will remember
“Phim. Thompwon.™

Sizer came about this time and
buit a2 Hotel about where Ezn
Thorntion's house stands. He wasa gun
smith, 3 good marksman, hunter and
sportsrun, and became 2 prominent
character, here among thoss he
amociated with, He was accidentaly
shot and kifled by 1 comrade, while
watching 1 “dser-lick™ ouwt west one
night. The buckshot entered his breast.
[ saw his thirt afterwards with the thres

‘John Young and ‘Bill’ Pitts dressed the
first beef butchered in Northville .. .’

and noted around the country, buying
up all the fat cattle, sheep, pig, ete.

John Darling was the fimt
arpenter, and David Gould the first
mamn. He was calied "King Gouid™ 2
rame given him in consequence of a
little incident that happened here, Mr.
Gould was 2 member of the
Presbyterian Church, and a Deacon, 1
believe, At 3 mesting in the oid stone
school house, wmong those in
attendance was Savil Aldrich, the
Pioneer Quaker who tsed to speak in
meeting whenever the spirit moved, an
nol always to the point, or edification
of his hearers. after the sermon Savil
loked 3 moment and sid in a loud
voice, “David who made thes King and
nuer over [sarel”; after that he was
clled “King Gouid."

Peanell and Sha started the frst
wool carding, and cloth dressing
establishment, where the school seat
factory now stands, Leander Ferguson
was the first founderman and made the
first plow and point  here, and
afterwards with Pepneli built the Argo
mills, and carried on quite an extensive
milling business in the name of
“Pennell and Ferguson.” He was an
aclive member of the Methodist
Church, justice of the peace for many
YeUs an energitic. snterprising business
man.

Michal Thompson became the

shot holes in it.

This commuaity was shocksd by
the incident and a great deal of somow
manifestad by his friends,

Joe Tyler came about this tine, He
was 3 thot muker, 1 2ealous Methodin
and one of the swectest singers ever
heard. He became associated with D. H.
Rowiand in the boot and shoe business.
was leader of the Methodist choir,
tught singing school, (then we used
the Buck notes) was a light hearted,
Jovial good ratured honest man, full of
jokes and could take 3 joke kindly, and
wis ane of our best citizens. Theodore
and Peter Phillips, deserve notice here,
They came as “jour™ shoe makers and
wotked 2 number of years as such,
became “boss" shoe makers here; both
married in Northville and lived here 2
long time. Peter kept the hotel a short
time near Hutton's blacksmith shop.
He and his wife started to g0
California over land. He died on the
way and was buried on the plains, His
widow alterwards retusned to
Northville. Theodore is now Living in
[onia. Though young they had much to
do with building up the place and
society, and will be remembered
especially by the vounger Pioneers as
participating with them in many social
gatherings and sports of the times. be

EL L T T TR

Cau 'Cadar’ nm Dana T4
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Early Northville Was Part of Plymouth

Continued from Page 6-C
Jenuary 16,1875

The Territery of Michigan was
surveyed off into . Towns six miles
square, and numbered north and south
from the Base line, and in ranges, east
and west from the Meridian lina,

The early settlers, for convenience
in the political organization of
Townships, requently induded two or
more of these squares into one
Township.

Plymauth as originally organized
incduded Tawns one and two south of
range eight east. The name -Plymouth,
was suggested by William Bartow, who
located on secrion one Town one south
in 25 or 26 and who was afterwards
elected the first supervisor. The (irst
Town mecting in Plymouth; for the
tlection of Township OfTicers was held
at rthe houss of John Tibbitts, Wm.
Bartow was chosen moderator and
afir being duly sworm, to discharge the
duties of inspector of elactions
aceording to Juw, by B.F. H. Whitherel,
i justice of the peace in and for the
County of Wayne, made proclamation
accordingly and the polls was declared
open,

There is no record to be found of
the number of votes polled.

Witliam Bartow was elected
upervisor, Allen Tibbitts town clerk,
Roswell Root, Herry Lyon and Erastus
W, Starkweather, assessocs, A, B.
Markham, colector, Luther Lyncoln,
overseer of the pogs. & P. Benton,
Rufug Thayer, and Benjamin Slocum,
commissioners of highways. Anariah
Bradford znd A, B. Markham,
wonstables, Henry Lyon, Henry Ward
and Morris Andrews, pound masters.

Paul W. Hazen, A. B. Markham,
Rufus Thayer, John Tibbitts, James
Tafft, Phitander Bird, and A. Bradford,
overseers of highways.

It was resolved that hogs be
permitted to run at large in wid
Township,

Resolved that the next Town
meeting be held 21 the house of John
Tibbitts,

The first tax roll for the Township
of Plymouth is now in possession of A,
B. Markham dated October 1527,

The amount of Town :ax then
levied wis 566.90. and the county tax
$57.50.

Some of the old tax payers now
living in this Town assert thar it was
harder for them to raise the money, lo
pay the smail tax then levied, than it is
new. when the Town and county taxes
imount to many thousands,

A. B. Markham the collector, aays
that the Town then being twelve miles
by six, he tad o travel on foot, and
follow the sections Lines by the blazed
tress to find hus way to the settlers
houses, and the sums 30 small that he
had to collect from each, that he spiit
raifs at fifty 2snisa day and carned the
money, and paid some of the taxes
numself, it being easier than to ave| so
far 1o coliect of the sertlers.

Justices of the peace were then
appeinted by the Governor and council
and April 7th 1828 the Town clerk was
instructed 1o petition the Governor and
councll to 2ppoint Wm. Bartow, Phito
Taylor, and J.D. Davis, justices of the
peace for the Township of Plymouth
and County of Wayne,

An examination of the old records
show, that the old Pioneers had the
ability and intelligence to transact the
business of the Township, with wisdom
and dignity, full equal to that of their
succewsors of the present day,

) March (3, 1875

A post office was- first established
in Northville, in 1831, and jabsh M.
Mesd was the {int post muster., The
mail artived once a week, The principle
mail route in the Territory, was from
Detroit to Chicago. Detroit was a small
village on the west bank of Detroit
river, a few mies below Lake St. Clair,
and Chicago was 3 stopping place at the
hexd of Lake Michigan where there was
a tavern and twa or three stores, The
mails were put into small leather bags
tnd securely locked with large iron
padlocla: each postmaster had a key.
The Michigan stage company had the
contract for caerying the mails. They
used large heavy coaches hung on
leather springd with a seat in front on
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Y

DUR DEPOT - This picture of the old DUR
depot, which stood at the northeast corner of
Griswold and Main streets, was taken from an okd
glass negative, it is believed to have been taken
about 1899. In the background & the Union
Manufscturing Company building, previously the
Dubuar Manufacturing company site. The building
was later used by Henry Ford before he built a new

STAR LAUNDRY -

This building, located
between Wing and Center streets on the north side

of Main Street, was owned by George Northro
and thare 1. H Wahctar nnaratad 2 laindes: b

the cutside for the driver and the mai
bags, and a large boot behind for the
trunks and seats inside for ejght to
twelve passengers. They were drawn by
four horses. The driver had a whip, the
stock of which was made of tough
Michigan hickery, snd a long lash of
buckskin, with 3 skein of sitk brzided
on the end, for 1 cracker, and when he
wanted te wake up his leaders, he
would crack his whip, which sounded
like the firing of a pistal.

Whenever the stage approached 1
pott office the driver would blow s tin
horn 3o as to give notice of his coming.
He would drive up to the post office,
throw out the bags which the post
master would take in and unlock,

empty out on the floor or table, sort

travefing west on
then backed u
oldtimers recall, A DUR
provided in an old building just north of the
present Record by

out what way directed to his office,
pluce the rest back in the bag, lock it
securely and throw it back to the
driver, No driver, or other person was
allowed to handle the mails without
fust being sworn to support the
constitution of the United States &c.
After 1. M. Mead, H. M. Perin was post
master fot 3 whils, then David H.
Rowland, held the position some time,
when Wm. H. Ramsdell was appointed,
after him D, H, Rowland again, Then
Wm, H. Ramsdel 2 seodnd time,
afterwards David H. Rowhnd was
appointed again and held the office 2
long time, when W, D. Whalen took the
office, after Whalen owr present
popular post master Edward 8, Herton
See ‘Post Office’ on Page 8-C

ik

plant on the site. DUR cars ran north on Griswold
to Eight Mile and from Eight Mile to Farmington.
Others ran north on South Main 1o Plymouth. Cary
Main to Center stopped there and

o Griswgld

and the depot,

waiting room was

ilding.

-

about £900. Later, about the year 1913, Archie
Bradner and his father reportedly manufactured
cigars in this same building.
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+ Costimsed from Page 7-C
who has served the citizens in that

Y.

When the office was first
tablished, the entire receipts, would
o0t pay the post master for the time he
had to give to the duties of the office.
Now tha teceipts of the office pays the
gowmment 2 large sum of money and
the zalary of the post master is several
hundred dollars.

Al st the postage on kilters ws
from 6% to 25 cenus according to
distance and it was not required to be
prepaid. Those that received letters
then, had to pay the postage, and the
post master [requently trusted those
who received letters for their postage.

What a contrast between then, and
now, Thea we could send dunning
letters and make the victims pay the
postage to the amount of twency {ive
cenits. Mow we can send letters any
dis@ance for three cents and we cannot
dun 2 man and make him pay the
poxige.

Then we had to wait 3 month to
get an amswer from a letter © New
York ot Boston, now we can do 50 in
forty eight hours. ’

Up 1o 1800 letters and
newipapers was the only mailable
matter in this country. In 1861 mapy,
engravings, sesds and cuttings not
weighing ower eight ounces. and books
not over thirty two ounces were
included.

Now we can send by mail any
thing, not exceeding fouwr pounds
weight. This is considered a great
convenicnce by the people, and 2 great

nusiance by post masters,
PEERESIDES
February 9, 1878

The first land located in this town,
was the west hall of northwest ¥ of sec
3 in 1824 by Alanson Aldrich. Soon
after the camt hallf and the west ¥ of
the N.E. % was taken by a man from
the state of New York who sold them
to John Miller. Miller came here in
1825 and commenced chopping on the
east gide of what is now Center street,
and notth of Dunlap street. He built a
log house {2Zx16 feet on the land just

filled it with water, brought it in ¢

houss and et it on the beach, uki.

up 2 dipper he drank, it happene.
thers was 2 small fish in the dipper and
it went down his throat, He threw the
dipper down and told me he had
awallowed a fish, | said | had heard of a
fsh swallowine a2 man. and he
spewed him up without dowmg him any

harm, and perhaps he could serve the
fish ia the same way. Sure enough he
began to be very sick at hit stomach
and very soon up came the iish, and as
he struck the floor he bounded 3 foot

‘At first the postage on letters was from 61

to 25 cents according to distance and it

was not required to be prepaid . . .’

north of where Wm, Banes house now
stands. The fireplace was in the north
¢nd, just a3 wide a5 the house with a
stick chimney on the out side. This was
the fust house in’ Northville, [ have
often been in this houss, when we first
came here. [t was occupied by a
Frenchman and his family by the name
of Abrarm Lamunyon, an old speciman
of humanity. He worked {or Caprain
Dunlap the first year after he ame. 1
shall never forget an incident that took
place in this house, which T will relate,
[ verv often of an svening went to have
a social chat and hear him tel] stories.
COne evening [ was there and his wife
asked him to bring 5 pail of water. He
ook the pail went to the spring at the
foot of the hill, dipped the pail in,

The Zayti Trucking business was established in | 945
with one rruck at {18 W. Main St. in Northville.

| 1. zAYTI
TRUCKING, INC.

The present modem fleet of over 45 trucks may be
secn at Eight Mile & Beck Roads.

4.4 ZAYTI

high 1nd we all had a good hearty laugh
over it,

Miller also chopped and clearsd on
the west side of Center street up to
Main street and west 30 or 40 rods. He
built another jog house on the east side
of the stream, very near. where the
Northville milis now stand.

In 1826 he began to make
preparations to build s grist milf. [t was
located a little south of where the
Northville mili now stands. This was
raised in the summer of 1827 and (Re
first grist was ground in the fall of the
same year.

It way a difficult matter in those
days to obtain the necessary machinery
for a grit mill, and especilly
“imported french bwr™ mill stones;
they were not to be had, But Miller
made up his mind he could get along
without ths “French bum’™ he would
make s pair out of 2 Michigen boulder.

He selected s large rock which he
found near where Wilkins' copper shop
now stands, and commenced by
making an equatoriat line around the
stone, drilling holes on this line a short
distance apart be drove an iron wedge
in each hole letting them remain in and
driving them occasionally, the rock
plit in two pieces, these he faced and
faghioned, one into a bed stone and the
other into & runner, They were lowr
[eet in diametar, and proved to be very
good, and made 15 good Mour a3 any
“French burr” ever did, and wore used
many years. Afterwards they were sotd
and tzken to Detroit and put into
French's plaster mill, and used for
winding plaster.

People came to this mill to get
their grinding done for many miles
around, A blacksmith shop was started
metr the mill, and this was the
beginning of Northville, and John
Miller was the Pioneer.

Father Hickox came in 1827 and
built a littke shop south of the mill, had
3 turning lathe and made wheels, grain
cradies, rackes &c. In 1830 the Mead
brothers Marshall and Samuel s1arted a
store near the mill, and in the spring of
1831 put up a building on the corner
of Main and Cemter streets where D. B.
Northrop's hardware store now stands,
and moved their goods in, where they
remained {or several years.

Daniel L. Cady located on the
southeast % and Hiram Robinson on
Lhe southwest % of section 3 and a Mr.
Page the cast ¥ of the northeast %
which made up the whole section and
which is now included in the corparate
timits of the vilage.

Capain William Dunfap came in

May 1831 with his family and

Post Office Establisﬂhed Her in -.1875.

purchased Miller's farm, and all his
interest in Northville, tock immediate
poxsemion and mowed his family into
the log houss by the mill. Abnm
Lamuoyon and family occupied the

‘first house built on the west side, He

was hired (o work for the season,
Dunlkp commeaced immediately to
tepair the mill and put in a second run
of stone,

In 1832 the first plot of the village
of Northvilke was made by Wiliam
Dunlip nd recorded in the County
Regidters’ office, ,*

There were but few settlers in the
Town at that time. Roads were merely
underbrushed out, and went winding -
through the woods and around the “‘cat
holes™ wherever the best track could be
made, Central and Northern Michigan
was then one almost unbroken forest,
Throughout here and there a clearing
thickly covered with  blackened
stumps

Plenty of fever and ague, and as
much oddity of life as will be seen
among thoswe who come together from
different parts of the esrth.

The new comers frequently
became heart-sick the first few days.

The wife of one of the Pioneers
1aid 1o her husband a few days after
their arrival. Well! You have got us abl
here, but you haven't got a boasd
to make us a coffin, or 2 spade to dig us
1 gnve.

The first school house buillt of
logs, stood near where C. A, Griswold's
barn now stands. The floor was made
of split logs the flat side up, and the
seats were of the same material with
legs. In 1833 the stone school house
was built, the wails of which are now
saanding near Barley's wagon shop.

‘esdonEneg
Februsry 23,1878

The first Northville mill was very
cheaply conmructed: the geuwrwng. or
machinory being made mostly of wood,
Compared with mills of modemn
construction, it was a very primitive
affair, [ remember weil almost ewry
wheel and shaft and pully, for [ have
i up with it 2 grest many nights. Ths
water-wheel was 12 feet in diameter
and buckets 6 {eet in length and wa: on
the outside of the mill building; -ne
end of the shaft going through a hole in
the wall into the mill pit. On this end
of the shaft was the pit-wheel ten feet
in dizmeter, with a row of wooden

-00gs, about two inches apart aound

the side of the rim like teeth. These
meshed into the wood tollers of the
crown-wheel on the lower end of the
upright shaft, Above on the same shaft
was the spur wheel, which tumned the
pirion on the spindle that turned
the mili-sione. This was all there wag of
the main machinery. The boh was run
by wood shifting connected with the
upright shaft.

The old rock mill stane was a very
heavy one. and it was a difficult and
dangerous job to take it up and turn it
over when it needed pecking. For this
purpose there was 1 very heavy ocak
crane, with two wood screws like cider
press wxews, Holes were dnlled in
opposite sides of the stone for iron
bolls; the wood screws were hooked on
to these bolts and 3 man ar each screw
to tum evenly would raise the stone
and tum it over,

We were ot very particular about
dressing the stone, 10 put in 2 hundred
cracks to the inch, bul we somelimes
pecked out aninch at nne crack.

See "Oid Mill' on Page 9C



‘Lommunity Centered Around Old Mill

Contdinued from Page 5-C

Father Hickox was the first miller
undsr whom { took lassans ia the old
mill. It dld sot taky 3 ong time, or
require a.grest deal of 1kill 0 run the
old thing, or kssp it in repuir. All the

" tools it required was a 2w, axe, square,
hammwr, rgur, and 3 few mils,
Although the water whoel was enclosed
and roofed owr, yst in the winter
the ice would jathdr on the whesl o
such an extent that we had o cut it
ofT, and somwtimes the whesl would
froeze faxt and it had to be cut Joose,

Fathar Hickex toid how Miller got
caught one day in the whee! and liked
to have lost his life.

One morning he raised the gates
and tumed on the water to start the
mill, but & wouldnt go, He than let
down the stone, shut tha gates wnd
went down into the wheel with hisaxa
10 cut the jce off and loosen the wheel.
After chopping until he thought i way
loose. he came up, raised the stone,
opened the gate and let on the wster,
but it did not start. Hu then went fnto
the whes! again without shurting oif
the water, and ommenced cutting
when the wheel started. The iining was
covered with ice and ar the wheel
turned he would slide around,
hallooing asloud a3 he could, No one
being in the mill he was not heard, and
o had to slide around unril finelly he
got hald of an arm of tha wheel and
sliding down to the shalt he clung to
Lthat until some one happened to come
into the mill 1nd stoppeit¥and got
him out, nearly used up and almost
frozen.

I remember very well 3 few days
Weer coming nere | caught 1 mud
-urtle, the first one { ever saw, He was
about 33 large a3 3 common tea aucer.
[ cut the initials of my name, and the
year 1831 on his back and fet him go.
Six years ater 3 man xought that
same turtle to the mil. He had found
him near Walled Laks, 6 miles up
strzany. The letters and date (1331) was
plainly seen on his back, and he had
grown to twice his former size.

o the fall [ had my (irst shake of
ague and fever; every other day aboyt
nwne o'clock the chills wouid come an,

then | would climb the ladder, pide on
tll the bed clothes I could find and
3w in, shaks {or a0 hour of two and
thea the [ever would lagt for severs]
hours, The next day | would be round
and able to do soma chores, And o it
contined fac weels, until [ was so weak
that [ could scarcaly got up the Ladder
to g0 to bed, The medicine given me
was peruvian berk. and brandy. One
doms wag 12 table spoon full of
Found bark in half 1 tma
brandy, thres ti 1
days, and 1 good
morning. Almost every body who came
here at that. tiow had the sgue and

" wete flae money; ashes,

to sell in exchange for wiat he needed,
We look back to thoss old tmes

£
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muapie
and whest, paid the storeksepur, Trade

‘Butter and eggs were fine money; ashes,

maple sugar and wheat, paid
the storekeeper . . .’

fever. Somo wouid hawe it very light,
others had what they aled dumb
1gue, They had the bones achs and
chilly feelings, but did net shake, and
the fever was terrible. Some men would
wark every other day and hawe the
ague untdl they wore it out. Sometimes
however, it wore them out, No pen can
tell what the carly settlers suffered
from this terrible disease. Whole
families would sometimes e all
shaking or burning with fever at the
wame tima,

Afterwards Quinine came into use,
and doctors {esmed how to weat ague.
Then it was not 50 bad,

EL LI I L )
March 9, 1873 -

The pioneers were sctuated by one
idea, and that was to make homes for
themselves and their families. They
were generally men of small means;
{requantly with just encugh money to
buy the land and gut the family
on<{o-it, Somatimes he had mewns to
buidd 3 log houss, and gut provisions; a
voke of oxen and 1 cow, But more
{requently he had to depend upon
workirg cut by the day w obtain
Teans 10 gef provisions, and necessary
articles for his famiy, uptil he couwld
raise his first crop, and have somathing

was the necesity of the times, and so
we traded and exchanged produdts, and
helped one another.

One of the most prominent
characteristics of pioneer times, was
the universal hospitality that abounded
sverywhere,

The latch string way alweys on the
outside, and the belsted travelsr was
tue of 3 weicome. Ewrybody was
ready 10 help in case of an accident.
Tears  were  hitched together for
breaking up the aew gounds. In
harvest-time, neighbors cradled and
raked ind bound for each other. If one
went 0 mill he went {or the whole
neighborhood. Raisings, logging bees,
husking bees, and quiltings were
considered play speils,

But, bess and raisings and quiltings
wnd the evening frolic and games have
departed, We are not s dependent and
generous in thesa days, as were the
pionesrs. Whether this be 30 or not, the
hospitality, the generosicy, the
helping hand, ind kind heart thm
swemed 1o make al] akin in thess days
wre worth remembering and imitating,

Questions of domesic economy,
that. woery the best of us now, gave the

the prosent day.

The pionsers were not troubled
with lify insurance agents, o improved
Lghtoing rod peddlars, Melodisons or
paclor orgams kad not been invented.
The whip-poor will and the frogs, the
orfal and the owls mads music snough
for tham. They were peciaps: oot
geaerally ag well read, as 1 majority of
the people of the present day, yot thay
were intslligent and honest, and with.
their simple unostatious habits, could
enjoy life mare ntionaily thaa wa.
Nons but a1 pioneer can fuly
comprshend the trials, difficulties,
privations and triumphs of thaw who
left comfortabls and pleasant homes in
the Eastern States to uke 2 dong
jourmey to the far west (s Michigan
was conddered forty-ven years o)

- to make for themseives 2 home & the

pioneers but little wouble. The fashion -

plates did not reach the woods then.
INo dispute could e got up abour the
reut of the dresy or coat. Girments were
j worn umil they wers wom out, and
tthen tumed 1ad made over for the
'younger children. “Pull bicia,” were
not the style then, The oniy “pul
backs”™ they had, were the ltue
‘proneers ther hung onto the mothers’
skirts,

Who callod firse, or who called last,
or who owed cafls, were questions that
did not toubis the pionesr rothers.

" They visited whea they had time 1nd

wantad 10, Noos endures nore
privations and hirdships than the wives

" and daughters of the Pioneers.

The labored eariy and late, with 2
pitient endumnce, and ipplication,
never excelled 1nd they should not be
forgorten,

Every Plonoer, in making his will,
should remember these compunions of
his trials and struggles, and ‘tiumps,
and be sure and give them the benefit
of the property they have aided to earn
and save should they outlive him.

People always seem to readily
adapt themseives io the circumutances
in which they are placed. A ymull
popuiation with honest hearts. and
cheerful tempers, and simple manners,
found no necessity for vam and
complicated mackinery of life. without
which the world cowld hardly exist at

wilderners. Though these skstches may
not be of much interest, ar of historic
value, yot [ thought pethaps they might

more important remininces in
the minds of others, who Like my-elf
have lived in this vieinity more than
forty years,

This will be the last Fioneer sketch
that T shall fumish for the Record, [f
they have been of intarest to you:-
readars in this locality, [ am content,-

_—
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OLD CADY HOMESTEAD — Some say this is the
old Cady homestead that once stood where the
parking lot of the Northville Downs is located on
the east side of Center Street. The house, so goes

Thoae ol
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NORTHVILLE MILL - One of the first businesses
i1 Northville was this old Northvile Mill, later

Frank Harmon Writes History

For Northville’s 100th Birthday

T

changed to the Yerkes Mill, that was located on the  wheel,
west side of Griswold Street, north of the Ford

Citizens to Ask for New
Northville Railroad Depot

MARCH 10, 1892 = The citizens
of Northvile have decided 10 ask the
F.& PM. ruilrosad compuny to
construct 3 new depot in place of the
old concem which has done duty here
for so many vears. The citizens will
promise, un their part, 1o have the old
mill pond near the depot transformed
into a place of beawty, which can easily
be done. To this end the following
petition has been drawn up and wilf be
at the council rooms Mondsy where
every voler it requested to sign it after
which it wil be forwarded to
headquarters:

To the Honorable President und
Board of Direstnrs ol the Flint & Pere
Marquette Railroad,

Gentkemen:

“Knowing that the prosperity of
our village is largely dependent upon
your road, and that in a measure the
converse iy true, we therefore, with
hope of success, appeal for the
construction of a new Depot at this
station, feeling that it will not only add
10 the appearance of our town, but will
also induce some to cast with ug their
citizenship. That we may also do our
part in this improvement, it is the
intent of the citizens to cleanse the mill
pend djoining your property here and
1o dransform it into 4 place of beaury.

“To this ¢nd we the citizens znd
voters ol Northville humbly peution
vour hanorable hody.™

the story, was moved closer to Center and today is
the apartment building of Harley Cole on Center,
just notth of the Downs property line.

Motor Company parking lot, An alert eye can still
see traces of the mill race that fed the mill's water

y

by Fraak §. Harmon

AUG. 26, 1927 - After the
organization of the towmhip of
Plymouth, two communities graduafly
developed, which later became the
village of Plymouth in the south part of
the township, and the Yillage of
Northville in the north part, There
exiged from the very first, fricadly
rivalty in growth of building,
popuistion and generzl development,
which continued until it was deemed
expedient and wise to divide the
township in the center. This was done
in 1898 — the south half Plymouth and
the north half Northville, each three
miles wide north and sowth and six
miles long east and west. .

In each have developed the villages
of Plymouth and Northville in their
respective townships, Thus the name of
Plymouth passes from the picture on
thar date from this record.

The town is justly entitled to the
rame, “Yersatile Northville.” Its list of
able and honorable business and
professional men wouid be a3 long one
and its industries many and varied. [1 is
2 long way from pottery to pipe
organs, from bricks of ¢lay to auto
valves and aeroplanes, from carding
machines te church fumiture, from
old-fashioned boots to new-ashioned
dells, Yet all of these and many more
have been on the lit of Northwille
products,

Boots and Shoes

Previous to the Civil War,
Northville held high rank locally in the
manufacture of hand-made boots and
shoes. At one time as high as 38 men
were employed with peg and awl on
the old-fazhioned cobblers’ bench, to
supply the needs of the people covering
a wide section in this part of Michigan.
The leather scraps were used to pave
Main Street, where they were dumped
and laier cpvered with gravel. When the
new grade was established abour 37
years ago, leather scraps were
uncavered from 6 to B inches deep over
a distance exceeding 100 feet on East
Main Street near Center.

Pottery and Tile

Between 1845 and 50, 2 two-atory
stone pottery wa erected on the
ground whers the US. Fish Hatchery
now stanas, This was cwned and
operaied by Ass Harmon and son, John

Contimned oo Pxge 12-€

ﬁpfirming HWheel Fabric Shop

146 E, MAIN STREET

Women have been
spmning and sewing
for many hundreds
of years.

BEST WISHES

NOQRTHVILLE
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thursday, July 17, 1869

. Frank Harmon Writes

Coatinged frew Page 11-C

Y., both of whom were potters by
‘tade and their wares sold 2 owver

 uchern Michigan,

* The fust.drsin tie made in
Michigan were produced by them in a
yard adjacent ta the portery, by a tile
machine invented by John V., and
from choict clay taken from the
opposite side of the road, where Lhe
peesent fsbery residence stands,

The pottery business was
discontinued in 1963, and the tils
works wld to Imac Slght, who
continued ta operate 20 years, uatil
sitable chiy became exhausted,

Coopersge

The making of apple barreis was
extensively engaged in for
spproximately 50 yezrs ~ up to about
1900, Severdl cooper shopt in varying
locations employed many men.
Thomas B. Filking was engaged in this
occupation many years, and became
known as the “Big Cooper™ for the
reason of the vast quantity of barrels
ke made and hi own physical
largeness.

Bricks

Several brick yards have operated
at various and varying lengths of time.
One of the earliest was on the plot of
ground eamt of Leo Lawrence's home
on Fishery Road (Seven Mile). Another
on Fairbrook Avenue north of the
Ambler-Ford mill pond and east of
Rurat Hill Cemstery road, by Alex
Tinham, Lhe father of Tohn and the late
Will Tinham, the postmaster and
predecessar of the present incumbent,
nk §. Nal Apother yard was

ned on the ground now occupied
. the Gordon-Pagel Condensery.

ing was alwsys constitutad
in  important induxtry in this
COTmUNitY up to the death of J, A,
Dubuar in 1919, after which his mill,
the lzgt, was 0ld 1o and became part of
the great Ford Motor Company,

Mr. Dubuwr’s operations covered 2
period of about 30 yeans, and inciuded
the catting of millions of feet of the

« “choicest of Michigan's hardwoods. The
I AL Dubuar Munuiacturing Company
and its successor, the Union
Manufacturing & Lumber Company,
were both organized snd maneged by J.
A. Dubuar, As manager he was ¢ lurge
smployer of labor, and the company
occupied 2a important industrial
position i the community, [ts
business, in addition 1o the
mapufacture of lumber, inchuded at
Wrious times mast hoops, pulleys and
pulley blocks and cven air guns. Pulley
blocks were made by the millions for
y=am, and lrgely shipped to the great
ship chandleries of Boston, Mass.
Anto Valves
. On the desth of J. A, Dubua, hi
factary was purchased by the Ford
Mator Cotapany, and remodeled into 2
motor valve plent, giving employment
to from 300 to 400 men, making all
vaves for Ford ars and Fordson
tractors For the past seven years the
opsration of this plnt, giving
anployment 10 50 many men, has been
1A unquestioned stimulus to the rapid
'wth of the commuaity. This plant
been under the successfyl
~anagement of Harry Marburger and
Carl Bryan.

School tad Chorch Furniturs

Along in the 60's, Chules G.
Harrington opensted a foundry in
connectidn with which he developed
about the first schoo! weat ever made

LRt R T -

DUNLAP HOMESTEAD — Years ago the building at the northwest

comner of Dunlap and Center streets faced Center Street. The home
of Capuin William Dunlap, it was eventually moved and today faces
Dunlap and serves as the American Legion headquarters, Part of the

original structure (right) was mo

ved west on Randolph Street and

stifl stands on the northside of the road, just west of High Strest. The
latter purportedly is the oldest building in Northville,

that became a general commercial
commadity. In 1879, this business was
orqanized a3 the Michigan School
Furniture Company, and the first
folding school seat was produced. The
business developed rapidly under the
ikillful manage ment of Francis R. Beal,
with Charles Booth a1 the chief
assistant, and s00n became known ay
the largest manufacturer of school seats
in the world,

[t was re-incorporated in 1884,
under the name, Globe Fumiture
Company, with = capital of $75,000,
increased from $30,000 from the profit
of the . bugness. Aftar adding the
manuiacture of church fumiture,
refrigerators and church beils, n 1898,

Newton and Fredrick Hedge, managers,

In 1903 the Globe company went
owt of business, and 2 new Globe
company was otganized by R, C.
Yerkes and asociates. Mr. Yerkes
continued a3 manager until 1923, when
he disposed of his interests to C. A.
Doiph, who became president and
manager, asisted by M. J. Murphy as
vice president.

.Fish Cultare

Along in the 70's came Nelson W.
Clark from Clarkston, Michigan, and
established 2 private fish hatchery a
few feet wemt of where the prosent one
stands, It was 2 long wooden building
sbout 30 x (00, and built on springy
ground that in spots was unsafo to step

‘Lumbering was always constituted

an important industry in this éommunity
up to the death of J.A. Dubuar . . .’

ail the butiness, except the refrigentor
end of it, was soid to the so-called
trost, The American School Fumiture
Cotrpany.

In April 1899, 2 destructive fire
nearly wiped owt the whole plant, and
the new ownert could not be induced
to buid, 1 they already had more

factoriea than they could successfully .

operate. The result was the old Globe
wmpany bought back the rumns, rebuit
the foundry and portions of the
factory.

[a 1899, began the splitting up of
the old Globe company into new
orjanizations. The American Bell &
Foundry Company was incorpotated to
make bells, and continued in business
24 years. It added furances in | 907,

The American Shade Cloth
Company took over the new building
now housing the Stinson Awrcraft
Cerporation, and continued in business
about two yewrs, After being sbsorbed
by the Shade Cloth Trust, w-called, it
was turned into & base ball and hobby
horse factory, Encugh bats were made
during its short existence to supply all
of Wayne County’s boys for the next
hundred years,

Then folowed the Sumpmon Salk
& Manufacturing Company from Milan,
Michigan, and continued in operation
for over 20 years, making scales and
power coffee  mills. Walter Stimpson
was the leading spirit of this enterprise
and later Mr. McMalan with. Fre:

oft, unlem one desired 3 mirey grave,
This enterprise was undoubtedly the
frestest nowelly that ever came to
Nortiville up to that time. The
artificial propagation of fish wis I new
feature brought about by the eminent
Ametican naturalist Professor Spencer
F. Baird of Smithsonian Institute of
Washington, D, C. The Northville
hatchery, through the efforts of N. W,
Clerk’s son, Frank N. Clark, passed to
the government by leass, and in 3 few
years full ownership, after which
Professor Baird was a irequent visitor,
In 1897, the present buidings were
erected and the plant became known eg
the largest fish propegation station in
the wotld. It is still opersted by the
government ynder the supervision of
William W. Thayer, grandson of Rufus
Thayer, one of our carliest poneery,

‘ Pips Orgums

In 1884, Mr. F. R. Beal decided
Northville needed tnother indugtry,
tnd he indueed Granville Wood and
son, Witliam, 10 come to Northville and
make pipe organs. A company was
organized with Grnvile Wood,
tuperintendent, and Willam M.
Osband, president. The business only
watinued abowt five years, during
which time several handsome
instruments were erected, some to the
value of 55,000 ecech. The wooden
factory later became the brick lactory
of the Globe Furniture &

Manufacturing Company. At the time -

H istory |

of M. Osband’s death, a fow years wo
he was the owner and editor of the
Ypeilantian. He wis also earlicr the first
wiparintendent of the Northvitle school

after its entry in the first new bulkling -

on the praent grounds, erected in
1865,

Banking

The firt bank was founded by J.
S. Lapham, and oparsted by hs
daughter, Dr, Mary E, Laptam. [n this
bk, E. H. Lipham became 1h
amgistant, serving hiuppunlicuhipl,nd
tecetved  his abbreviated cognomen,
“Ed,” which has stuck to him ever

since. After the death of ). S. Lipham, -

his son, W. G., became the owner, and
E. H. the cashier. A new brick bank
building was erected and oparsted s J,
8. Lapham & Company, until it was
purchased by the present Northville
State Savings Bank, which had been

organized in (892, by and through the-

efforts of Lowuie A. Babbitt. This bank
has been 2 success from the start under
the conssrvative management of Mr.
Babbitt, fird as cathier and now as
president. During Mr. Babbitt's
cashiership, three commanding figures
filled the office of president, Dr. J. M,
Swift, William P. Yerkes and L W.
Simmons. [n 1926 the present buiding
wat compieted and for besuty of
design and genera! convenience cannot
be excelled in Michigan,

The Lapham State Savings Bank
Wwas organized in 1907 by and through
the efforts of E. H. Lapham — “E4"
and the astistance of soweral cilizens.
Mr. Lapham wus elecied cashier znd
general manager, and  through hi
persornal  attenton and exceptional
business zcumen, has devebped into
one of the strong benks of western
Wayne County. [n 1508, the northeast
corner of Main and Canter Streets site
was purchased and the present buikding
erected. On this sight siood the present
Record office building, which wat the
first frame building in Northville, dete
1830, The 2th anniverary of the
bank was haid in February, 1977, at the
Meadowbrook Country Club, at which
were present 75 sockhoklers apd
guests, including thres of the orginal
directors still on the bowrd. The land
on which this bank stands was taken up
from the governmemt by Alvah Smith
in 1825, ind 82 years after his son, Am
B. Smith, was clected the first vice
president of the bank.

Milk Condenseries

In 1832, Charies T. Rogen
experimented with a1 guchine for
condensine milk, at Beech, Wiyne
County., :* was 30 successy] that the
Aext year he erected a plant on the cast
side of what i now the Northvile
3prings on Fishery road or Fiirbrook
Avonue, and moved the Beech
machinery intg it. This became the firgt
plant in America, if not in the world,
to successfully condemse mik and st
it commercially, Later another phat
was bult at the rexr of the old
Northville Mills, and in 1902, C. T.
Rogers & Sors erecied » large plant,
which was sold and opersted by T. G,
Richwrdson and the late Govemor
Warner for several yeary, then sold in
1922 to the present owners, The
Gotdon Pagel Company. It serves as 1
great market for farmens and has made
this an important milk producing
COMUMURtY.

From this humble experiment in
condenting machinery, C. T. Rogers &
Sons, followed by C. E, Rogers & Sons,

Contimsed on Page i3-C
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DOWN!'OWN Northville looked consderably different before the
turn of the century as this picture of Main Street, lcoking east from

Center Street,

indicates. The building at the extreme left

purportedly wis tha ﬁrst “dowutow-n office of The Record.
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FISH HATCHERY The buﬂdmg in the foreground is the old fish
hatchery offlce facility, razed in 1968 after the city purchased the
property for a park site. The building in the background is the old

“haunted house™ that bumed to the ground many years ago.

b

Cow el

DUR CAR - An old interurban car crosses over the pond th.lt stood
at the foot of Main Street, east of the railroad depot. At the extreme
right is part of a building that still stands.

MAINSTREET ABOLT THE'TURN 00F THE CENTURY.

Harmon History

Coatinsed from Page 12C
have taken first rnk in the
manufactwe of mik condensing
machinery on the Western Hemisphere,
We can still count Charies E, a1 one of
our cliizens, who hat xided materially
in placing Northville on the rmap and
keeping hee there.
Grist Mlls

The Nocthville Mills, which Mr.
Yerkes advisss way built in 1828 had
during life a sgore or more of owners
and for many yesrs had & sew mill in
connection. This mill served this
saction for 92 yewrs Its lat owner,
Don P, Yerkes, Sr., sold it to Heary
Ford, who shortly after razed the
faithful old landmark in 1920. Don P.
¢rected his new mill on the Base Line

and PMRR, following the disposa of

the old mill,

The Argo Mills were built and
came into use.in 1837, It was a part of
the ground now owred by the Bell
Fumace & Manufscturing Company
on lower Cady Street, and was
diumantled and razed by the American
Bell & Foundry Company in 1908,
after almost constant grinding for 70
years,

Water Supply

Nature did much for Northville
when the water supply was passed
around.

Her charming hills abound with
springs of the purest watee to be found
anywhere.,

it might be interesting to refate
that in any early day water was
conveyed -through wooden pump logs
from one of these springs, then known
ag-the Taft springs, to the. inhabitants,
and ths constituted Northville's first
water system The project was
promoted and financed by a Mr,
Flumstead. Some of the pump logs may
will be sen at originally kid. No
record of the extent of uus system
serms availabie,

The present system was projected
and built during the villags presidencies
of M. A. Porter and W. H. Yerkes in
1891 and 1892, Water comes from the
Thompson and Hills springs by gravity,

with an auxidiary supply from the-

village springs on Fishery Road by
pumping as required.

The springs east of the PMR.R.
depot also supplies hundrsds of gallons
of purest water daily to the city of
Detroit. The large bottling plant
adfucent to the springs is an interesting
point for visitors. The business i3
owned and operated by the Silver
Springs Water Company.,

Electric Lights

The 16th day of November, 1889,
was & bright day and brighter night for
Northville. The first electric lights were
turned on that night, Thirty street
lights of 20 candle power each for
streets, and 100 Llghts of 10 candle
power each supplied the stores. House
lighting was a problem for the future,

The system was owned and
operasted by the Globe Fumiture
Company, with Samuel W. Wilkinson as
chiel engineer, master of equipment,
supervisor of lines, solicitor of
exiension and collector of bilis, on
duty day and night until his name,
Sam, became synonym of both
“trouble and fix",

[n 1899 the destructive fire of the
Globe Furniture Company put the
town in darkness for a time.

The village took over the system in
1900, and erected a new plant on the
north side of Heal Avenue, west of
Rouge . River. The Detroit Edison

'‘Company lessed this plint, taking

pomsemion on November 16th, 1914,
exactly 25 years after the firwt lights
were turned on. Later the Ediom:
Company purchssed ths plant, thus
releasing the villags from the heavy
burden of operating under municipal
ownership,

The ramifications of the Edison
Company are 2 wvagt ths the
Northville plant became 2 mere cof in
the wheel| of 2 huge system, greatly to
the benefit of the communiey/S. W.
Wilkinson is still & duly recognized md
valuable part of the system with his 38
years of experience. The affairs of the
company in this district are under the
direct charge of Edwerd Mitlis.

Telepbone

The first public telephone booth
was placed in the siore of B, A. Whaeler
row occupied by the A & P-Company
in 1382, .

This was done by the okd Bel.
Company, and at that time the
company had only two other phones in
the village. Since then telephones have
becormne more numerous than zutos,
which in tum are so numerous that

danger waits at every sireet crom for |

the pedestrian,

The {irst typewriter {a calignph)
was brought in by the U. 5. Fish
Commission in 1886, and used in its
office over what is now the Northville
Drug Company's store. [t was
considered a curiosity, and many called
to see it operated.

Aeroplanes

The newest industty 10 be
established in' Northville i3 the
manufacture  of airplanes by the
Stinson Alreraft Corporztion, in the
buiklings formerly occupied by the
Stimpson Scale and Electric Company.
The corpotation is hesded by Edward
Stinson, an internationally Known flier,
s president and genesal manager,

The factory s in exceptionally
busy place and rapidly increasing its
wlume of business 10 meet the heavy
demands.

A flying field has been secured on
the Starkweather-Ponsford farmu, and
everything points to the succes of the
most notable enterprise Northvills has
ever contained.

At this writing (July) it is
announced that a project is on foot for
Stinson monoplane to be flown around
the world, This wil be sponsared by
men of means and well to do, and
places Northville in an envable
postion. A Northville pennant flying
ont a Stinson monoplane would be the
consummation of a glorious century of
her existence, as well a3 the opening of
a new one, demonstrating over again
her will to live and that her living had
not been in vain.

Churches and Schools

1t is not the purpose of this article
to go extensively into the developrment
and progress of our schoel and
churches. To do justice 10 them would
require more lines and space allowed,
Qur school has been notable for the
production of many able men and
women. For 60 years beginning with its
real organization it has had many
eminent teachers at fts head, and it
present organization is up to, if not
indeed, at the top of its existence.,

The churches have been the power
tor good in the community. What
better could be said?

Their records are complete in

Continued on Page 14-C



CROW'S NEST ~ Locted in the conter of the Main and Center
street intersection, this band platform was called the ‘‘crow's nest"”,
From here Northville's famous oM “'city band™ performed. Some say
-political rallies centered around the landmark which disappeared
years ago.
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- LUMBER WAGON - This 15th Centary picture shows a wagon load
" of products manufactured by the Dubuar Lumber & Manufacturing
Company - but just exactly what's being transported i5 anyone’s
=, Dubuzr manufacrured a3 wide variety of products including
oden hoops for ships.
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Continued from Pagn 13-C
themselves and accessible ta ail,

Newspaper
No articls concerning Northville
woukd be complete without refecence .

0 i3 naewipaper, Tlw Nosthville.
Record,&u.hl'uhadsbomﬁﬂymm
by Samuel H, Little, 232 aewyy little
village shest, few poople thaugirt at the
time it could survive the firs
enthusasm of its founds. It did,
however, and through seven! changes
in ownership has heid its heed high,
progressed, always a littie ahend of the
times untll today a real city paper &
prﬂrudundpubﬁ:hedinducquntry.

Eminent Personalities
No record of Northville wouid be
even ramolely compiety without
paticular reference to st least four
men, outstanding personaiities, having
vast influence in every detal of
community affairs, all high powered,

sherp wit. He was an excaptionaily
entertainig political speaker, showing
hard-hesded common sense, driving
home his arguments in short sentences
and phin language thet the most
humble understood.

His desth in 1893, &t the age of
71, remowed Nocthville's weaithiest
citizens, a3 well as the mox forceful
aun it bas contained.

De. 1, M. Swift camme to Nocthwille,
1 young man, sbout tha beginning of
the Civit War. He, with Dr. James
Husston, were the two outstaplling
physicians in this section for 1
genaration, .

[t is difficui? o do the doctor. -
Justice on a single page. He was notadly
duing, commanding, brilliant, 2 real
sudent, which @t s cas 2 maf
scholar. He wat not-only 3 doctor in
and of the community, but an
JInspiration w the community. He was

- ooaof the.best oratars in Michigan, in

intellectual and sticcessful: — ==~ )4 b & 1
As it i§ not the purpose to clam- - PC IV Teligion, medicine or history

referred 10 in alphabeticai arder.|

one above the other, thay il be . he was alwayy ready with 2 myraid of

L

fine<thougits and facts let loose in 4

Fracs R. Besl wis bora g /e ol tumder with lightning rapidicy
Northville in a buiding on the :';x_m{ud "ruel '-_"“‘.“‘.f“ﬂf :lected \?hcabular:
Aow occupied by the: :bric] ‘store | 1 Y?'go"‘.m,éd“'d ci ‘H““ "u:;’
containing Moffitt's pool room, an-esr. | Prfoundly’ educst e wu :
Man Stoet, in 1836, He. way ap . 708 femarkable tenor tinger and pur

. A A “Zhirmascai tilent at the ditposal of the
interesting pennmhtyf A, p st -

com ing, sowerful m Ph;L ' 'ma-ic.numti:m evary possibla way, He
4 six footer, an entertaiming takeron

off the platform whea he couid find
time for it. A great develo per of young
men whom he was always on the
lookout for, either to snter his own
smpioy or aid in battering  their
wondition  with others, The -largest
builder of houses Northville ever had,
ind at the mme time the principle
owner 1od mamger of its grestest
budness, He was 3 fine Erench scholyr
and of 1 swong literary turn of mind,
which coupled with 2 fine memory
tetved himt  well in his great
manufacturing  enterprise. He was
overtaken by sickness at nexrly 70, 1nd
retiped, bur his iron will carried him
through to the tdvanced age of §7,

J. 5. Lapham first became widely
knowa in this ssction as 2 merchant ind
woal buyer, occupying the pressat
thres.story Elliont buiding, and [ater
sstabilished the first bank in Nonhville
in the same buikling were Lovewell &
Smith now have their oifice. Later in
dfe he Yeams an extensve grin
broker, 20d 2 prominent figure on the

" Detroit Stock Exchange.

In persona! appearance he wys 3
wry noticeable persontge — short,
thick set, {ull short beard, and 3 very
large hesd, which was full of quick

R
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—woull cndus 1 tinging schoo!l of 50,

, of pupils ail wanter , weekly,
without price, solely to develop :he
latent taleat that it might be of future
use of its owner and posmibly the
community, The writer ittended one
winter, and you an imegine  his
surpris¢. when the doctor tapped him
on the shoulder ons night and ordered
him 10 appesy in the church choir the
comuing Sunday. This cieant somhething
to the green coumtry boy, who looked
upon the doctor 2 almost superhurmn,

He becanw & merchant in the same
building originaily occuped by I 3,
Lipham, He was abwmys interested 1n
senood, church and village of which he
becarmw prenident in 1896, and died the
following year at the age of 65.

“ The last of these four notable men
was William P, Yerkes, Any community
would nanurally be groud of such 3
chanacter, He, too, was a six footer,
with musrache and goates - 3 true
northerner who would pass anywhers
i3 a typical southern cobonel. He wasa
protouad studeat, brilliant lawyer and
iug judge, bewng on tne probate bench
in exrly Life. As 2 platform oratar ke
way mote han spleadid ar 1 4th of
July celebrazion of political gtheving

Concitded oa Page 23.C




Continued from Page 14-C
i the hectic times following the Civil
War. _ '
He lived to the ripe old age of 82,
having been born in 1320, and coming
to Northville with William Yerkes, his
father, in 1826. He lies at rest in
beautiful Rural Hill, where also are
buried the preceding three who, with
him, formed the *“Great ‘Quartette”
contemporancously connected with
every action for good in this
communily during the last haif of the
19th Century.

"It has been demonstrated for
generations, over and over again, that
no single individual is essential as the
Supreme guardian and indispensable
manager of community affairs.

The collective force of numbers
representing public opinion is in this
day and age of the world the
contsolling cloment of advancing
civilization, :

So he who is not mentioned may

' be the king pin for some event today

and a new onc for another tomormow,
The four men named could not be
a town zlone. It required hundreds of

others to help- make the field for them -

in which to operate. So all are essential
even though they donot get on the
front page or in the list of Who's Who.

Northville * was incorporated
village in 1867, with W. P. Yerkes its
first president. In the sixty years

- Har mon History

following it has had 35 different men
in the office — 16 of whom are stili
living. None have died a naturaj death
nor been assassinated during their lem_:'
of office, so that up to date the office -
has- not been considered extra .
hazardous. None have been empeached
in office, and all have given frecly of
their time and energy to serve Lhe

" Village of Northville faithfully and

well,

- Our present dynamic president,
Elmer Smith, is holding his own with
any of them, and as long as such men
can be induced to accept the office,
merely for the good of the community,-
the taxpayer and citizens all necd have
no fear of things going wrong.

At present (July) the formation of
3 new charter is in the hands of an
clected commission consisting of M. N.
Johnson, A. C. Balden, E. H. Lapham,
L. A. Babbitt and C, A. Dolph.

it is unquestioned that this

. Commission will be able to develop a

charter that will be 3 decided

- improvement over the present methods

under which officials are compelled to
act in. the administration of village
affairs.

The citizens should be especially
thankful for thice recent and highly
beneficial acts of its o fficials — viz., the
purchase of the springs on Fishery
Road, the Lapham property and the
fire engine. Such wise moves should be
. publicly commended.
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S ’96 Census:
F © . 435 Homes

AUG. 25, 1893 — Our spare time

during the past two weeks has besn

busily engaged in taking.a census of
this village. The canvas has been very
thorough and carefully made and is

~ Correct,

We find there are. just 1,721
persons who make their home in this
village. There are 458 families and they
occupy 434 residences, 23 containing
two families and one sheltering three.

There is but one vacant house — the

small Collins house way up on Rogers
Street and that doubtless will be
occupied before this item appears in
print. '

The average falls a little short of
four to a family.

In Bealtown there are 50 familjes
with.a population of 203. Northside,

known to most as Cabbagetown, has 83

families with a population of 324. The
balance of the village contains 326
families with a population of 1,194,
The US, official census of 1890
gave Northville 1 573 -
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Along Underground Raih_'oad \/

Slaves Hid in Northville Barn
Nov, 21, 1963 = They camw into Seven MOs roads west of Bock, the Stariowesther Ffarmhouss Gow moM  grandparents and father Mlad to Ohio to

the area hidden in wagors, secretsd in
barne, homes, stores and then spirited
sway toward Detroit, '

It i3 emtimsted tha 40,000

" runeway siaves, flesirg from ther
“nusters” of the South, were smuggied
inw the Deoit area whers they wers
traosported across the St Clagr and
Dwtroit rivers into Canyda.

One of the severa] comamypities in
wuthers Michigan wiich served as
“stations” along the socalled
Underground Railrosd wes located ln
the Northvilie-Sulem ey, And cne of
the barns in which thess slaves hid
Gafore moving on towmrds Detroit sull
suends (it hat since besn removed).

Once put of the Starkwether
homestead but aow standing

2 in the ceater of tha

Thomson gravel pi between Six and

barn it pressntly used as 2 storwhouse
for Thomsca company equipmeat
md parts.

According to M. Ruth

v o whose lste husband was

4 grmodson of the ariginal owner of the
property, Semusl  Slarkwesther, the
gory of how slaver were pamed on
down through the genesations
folowing. .

"My husband’s father -~ Kimg.
Starkwesther — used to tell how he and
hit father would tead slaves back to the
blmwbmthq'dbrh;mmhachy
wagon, It way all hush-hush, Not many
knew about it

“They'd lwing them from the
Ypulant ares. down Seven Mils Road
= it was just a dirt trail then ~ to the
farm. (Mra. Starkwesrther, past:
president of the Northville Historical
Socaty, il lws in the original

thas 130 years oid.)

“The barn was way back of the
hua.ud'forqummabnp.

“King Starkwether was jux a
young maq thea. Later he fought in the
Civil War, [ remember him saying right
hare in this room how he'd anry food
back to the bsze at night.”

Like the hous which still stands,
the framework of the bern s
hand-hewn. Solid black walmt timber,
hold togsther with wooden
sixotches scrom the entire length of the
building. Some of the boards are
13-4nches or mors wide,

There were other “stations” in the
zrea. The Ambier buikling, located in
what i3 now 2 wvecant Jot at the
wuthwest comer of Center and Main
streetz in Northville, and homey i the
Resetvoir drive area off what i now
Casz Benton Park drive reportedly wern
umd for housing slaves,

Some of the Negro fumilies living
toﬁyh&kmmmdﬁm&y
back to the enm of the Undarground
Railroad.

The Lewis famiy, for example,
recalls that John Lawi grew up in
Virginia yeary before President Lincoln
issued his famous Emansipation

Lkﬂaisknown:boahim
excapt foe sketching secounts in the
memories of grandchidren, His mother
teportedly was set fres by har “whits
master” shortly before his death, Hi
father, who was ¢ slaw, worked in the.
Virginis coaf mines,

Whether they married in Yirginia
or in Ohio it unknown by the Lowi
Auvivors now living 0 Saiem. And
although the Lews grandchildren
annot be nure, they sumpect that thair

Sctps enslavement during the period
that shvery was resching 1 boiing
point ia the United States,

According to records kapt by the
famdy, Lowis and his parents fled Ollo
wortly before the Civil War “becaum
kidnappers wers rvaming the Otuo
tarritory waiting to seizg Negro youths
and carry them into the deep wuch and
sl them™ .

Lawis was 14 at the time. He 104
his parests reporsdly foDowed the
routs of the famous Underground from
Ohio into or nexr Salem, iad thes on
to the Detroit wes and acroes the river
into Camuda,

About two years after the family’s
caps o Cormda, Lewn “mn away
from home”™ and returned 1o Michigan,
where a1 2 teenager he enlisted in
Pontiac’s frr Negro division {uring the
Civil War,

The Lews famiy probably took
the northern rowte of the Undergrouad
Railroad which ran from Ann Arbor to
Northvills, Frrmington, Birnvingham,
Rochester, Utics and Romen to sither
Richmond or New Haven., 1nd then
tcross the 82, Clair River,

According to historians, esch of
tw so-called “Rations”™ wers sbout 3
day’s journey apart.

After ontering Michigen at Niles,
White Pigron or Mocenci, the slaves
were guided thrmugh Cassopoiis,
Schooleraft, Vickshurg, Climax, Bactle
Crosk, Marshall, Albion, Jagkson, G
Lake, Cholsos, Dexter, Ang Arbor,
Ypailantl, to Detroit and then to safety
o Canada,

Slves browglt into the sues a
White Pigeon wers linked with the
Niles route it Schookrift or
Viciaburg.

RS e Y
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Sarah_dnn Cochrane

She Traveled in Arm

Saah Ann Cochrane, for whom
the local Dawghters of the American
Ravolution chipter wes named, was
onte of Northvilley most lamous
women of the pit. Borm July 28,
1832, she disd on July 19, 1917, and
was buried beside her parents and
brather in Rurxi Hill Cematery.

Her father, who repremnts an
important page in Northville's ewrly
history, founded **Vermoarvile
Colony” < a thea tiny community near
Lansng over which he was its religious
lesader,

A colisction of her papers aume
into the hands of the Burton Higorical
Collsction and were published in
January, 1923. Miu Cochrans,
incidentally, was 1 member of the
Detroit Public Library starT from | 883
to 1906. Exerpis from her papers,
probably written during the lag few

monihs before her death, follow:

The Detroit Public Library
contding a wries of publications, by the
Pioneer and History Scciety of
Michigan, in Vol. 28 of which may be
found a1 history of the Vermogrvills
Colony, by E. W. Barber, the son of 2
first settior and a2 boyhood chum of my

. brother, the late Judge Cochrane. This

account, in geating of my father as the
prime mover and iclive participant in
the ssablishment of the colony, makes
wtion of soms of the family 15
cted with the colony and a5
~ 110 him aterward, but daclared
that “of Sarah, the dayghtsr, nothing
Is known" Immedistely upon my
dicovery of this Barberous lack o™

Inforpmation, ! mailed to Mr. Bazbec's
address & copy of the anaual report of
the Detroit Public Library, placing 2
mak againgt My aame in the siaff list,
This at last disprowd my utter
noneatity and brought ouwr 4
“correction" in & subtaquant  volume
of the series.
ANSERETRES

My father, Sylvester Cochrane, was
bom in Antrim, NH., May 8, 1796; my
mother Hannah (Symonds) Cochrane,
In  Hancock, 4 adjoining rtown,
February 12, 1796,

When, after 2 few years, the

discontfarts, -privations and "actyal
wuffering whi:h.SOot?’Symuo.
attended 3 journey “overland" by
horws and wagon. Qwr wagon could
carty only the barest necessities for
probnged travel through o country
whare we could: not dapend  upon
fraquent replenishment, The route was
through Carads, from Lewiton
resntering the S, at Detroic, (The
presnt boom in prices of reaf estate
here, has reminded me of an sccredited
scary of how my father, whils halting
bere in Detroit came near investing &
fwofhi:pndoilmlnmc"town

‘Roads on the route were simply appalling
and break downs and consquent

delays were frequent . . .’

prevailing “westetn tever” grew hot in
his veing, and the spectre of change and
sdventure backoned and entreated him
to “hitch hi wagon to the star” of
westward  emigrition, the germ of
discontent " was planted and his
aspirations were changed to what he
dewoutly flatter himself wouid b4 a
noble mision, 1 broader, 3 frander
field of service for the Maseer. The
project of choosing and planting a
colony of exemplary Vermonters in. the
far western “land of romise™ became
very alluring to him and was
undsrtaken with boundless snthusiagm
and superb faith,

Yourg travellers in these days of
fine steam cars, automobiles and
“improved roads™ cannot conceive the

lots™ in the vicinity of our present
Grand Circus Park, [t is tirilling to
contempixte the possibilities which
might have grown out of such an act.)

[t goes almoe without uying that
the roads on the routs were simply
appulling tnd “Hreak downs” and
consquent delsys were {requent. For
days, we walked more miles than we
rode, my mother arrying me on her
hip Withmlrm%ﬂtw'ithlbn;
pole in the other hand, che tested the
depth of the mud before each step. My
father was olten obliged 1o lead his
tsam over “worduroy” roads where Lhe
logs floated and rolled i liquid mud,
The poor horses frightened by the
uastable foating, plunged and
Mloundeted, and at times snk one or

s of Mother

mors legs betweea the loose logs, their
extrication proving to be & serious
problem, If no fence rril or otfer
means of leverage was at hand. We
bipeds could sometimes laap the gipi
or make more or lem of 1 cirguic
through the adjacant field or forest,

Sometimes ¢ “break-delvm”
occurred in the heart of & forest and if
the resources of the wagon coukd net
furnish temprosry repaz, my father
walked buck, or forth, or rode one of
tha horses to the neerest point of relief,

- But this chapter of trials at st
curm o an end. Upon B
Vermontville after about iive wee
travel, we were kindly entertained by
Deacon and Mrs. Church (who, with
other “settlers™ had preceded us) while
our own cabin was being prepared.
Help was hard to get and progress of
bulding very slow. The picture of our
firt “at home™ in the new house is
clear in my memory today,

That first winter in the Colony
Wwas, (o every ona of the sttlers, a
period of mate of lesms suffering. In our
own cuse, latenoss of amival had
prevented the caising of z2nything for
food, and the horribie condition of the
roads eesulting from aa “open” winter
rendered pasage to tnd from Beilevus,
the nesrest (13 rniles) point of any
purcham, next 1 impossible, Sturdy
ox-teams drawing heavy lumber
wagons, the only avadlable means of
transportation attempted some
¢xeursions across the country through
the solid forest, Lonsuming at least one
day going, aad another retuming,

See ‘Plovwers’ on Page 23-C
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Coutiomad from Pags 22.C
soTwtimes being obligsd to “camp cut”
Owr night, one, or both, wayr At

limes, starvation threstened. In fact, -
the noble span of horms which had .

brought us safely through the
memorable journey, found no
pampersd rowerd for theit service, One
didbynmmiou.undgradm
wlely of “brows™ the other wey sold
for cight bushwls of whest, hoping thus
t0 halp ourselvez over ths danger Lina.

Alfter the first flve years (133742)
which cowred owr mudencs in
Vermontville, we stopped about a yar
in Howell. thiv was only a ciphet in our
experience, The status of the town, at
that time, made it undesimble az an
abiding pisce and gave little peo mase of
succem for 3 miniszer. So, when, in the
course of months, an opening at

chureh was foroed 10 dishand,

Aﬂamordrnmufhgh
Northvile what semed to by a

favorable opportunity for opening a

school inducod my father to venturs
the purchamw of 3 suitable propecty just
then for sls and thus was founded
what s00n became broadly knows xs
the “Northrills Acudemy™ (the
building stands today, 1969, a1 the
homa of the Joha Catarburyy).

The school Movrished [n numbers
wnd populrrity, and many young men
there imbibed a stimubur which
inclined tham to a higher education in
the sixte univensity at Ann Arbor.
Durh;mofthaarﬁuymmy
bmdu‘mymysfin'mdhm:hhg.
xw&mmw:mm:ﬁmy.my
brother, whils & member of tha

‘And thus was founded what soon
became broadly known as the Northville

Academy ...’

Northville prewsated & was roadily
acceptad, The wilage was past the
Jioneering stage and quits atiractive,
wnd the commupity of

the “new school™ varioty had recently
been formed (an “old school”
organization was almady estabiished)
‘and 0 the charge of this church my
father though nomimally a
ongrepationiist was invited.

The young orgrairation flourished
foc a time, a neat sdifice was bue
(staading today, (969, a3 the
Nocthvile Township Hall) and minister
and paople were sxtisfied, but 13 Hme
pasaad, the burdsn of support became
oo hesvy for the few able and
responsibie membect, and the young

university, occasonaily  absenting
himaelf tharefrom for the prupose, aa
condition of keeping his place in his
university class studies. My father had

" been in faling heaith for soms time,

whan, in 1857, with sorow and regret
he gave up the school, but continued
preaching, the tcane of hi clerical
Lshors being the Presbytertan cuarch in
Plymouth,

Iz the sesson following his
retirement from tesching, having lataly
graduated from Monroe Fermule
Seminary [ re-opensd the school, byt
ea a different plan, making it
exclusively for girls. This wes
continued satisfactorily to all
artendadts and  with i

idvintage to me, umil within . fow:

Logs, Moss,

woeks of father's death (March 14,
1860) my own health had utteriy
colsped, and T never t@in rstumed

LLEL . T T 1T]

Foliowing is an exerpt of a lotter
writtan by Mrs. Sylvester Cochrane 1o 2
sister from Vermootville, dated
October 3, 1833, describing their log
home — probably 1 good deal [ika the
oviginai homes of Northville:

. The main body of the house which
h24fo¢tbyl6isconm¢adoflogl
cowred with bark and much of their
origital moss still dangling in al it

virities — the walls three logs high-

1bowe the chamber-{looe — in the inaside
of the houss strips of wood are driven
betwomn the logx 10 fill the crevices —
on thw outsids they we fflsd with a
piagar of mud - (The Architects of
this country call it mudding wnd
chinking). A door out each way north
and south 1 window in front with |2
lights = one in the west end of the
same aumber. The floor “shove and
below” made of plank sphit out of 1sh
or baswood, with bettls and wedges
and i far from being level or smooth,
and clatters finsly when walked over.
And now comes the chimpay which is
made of tiles about three inches wide
ind one inch thick — tid up cob hous
fashion and plastered with mud within
= 4 hearth of mud pounded down and
paved with stope. (Se you ses that we
contrive to make 3 good use of our
spersbundancs of mmd).

The wof is wmvered with long
thingles reaching from one riv to
another w which they nailed, with ro
other overing, The shingles are split

RECORD OFFICE AT RIGHT
{ East Side of Center Strest)

Page 23.C
n Bark

ow of oak are not sheved and are
called shakss, On the back side and the
whole bength of the house is & “Ligter™,
one hall of which iy inclosed for 3
bedroom and ¢ study. The other half
opm with only 1 Toof coversd with
bark 2ad 4 floor. This is the place
“Whete burrel, swillpaile dddis, thow;
tub piggin corn-bag all toge , ArO put
to keep them from the weather.” Foc
muwnofroomlah.ﬂ.ﬂﬂto;in
You aa account of our nice
acromodations in the houss, You

gues them, i

N
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Ford Brings ‘Village Industries’
20 Northville with Valve Plant

Fifty years ago, in 1919, the late
Hewry Ford purchased the Northville
Yalve Plant and added it to his Jist of
“village induswries.” Each plant couid
be identified by its water wheet.

Dotting the countryside
throughoul southeastern Michigan,
these plants wete known fof their high
sandards of caftsmanship and for
friendly “liometown™ atmosphere,

M was Fords idea to bring the
phnis to the farmers 3o they uld
wurk in them when they were not in
Lhe fiefds. The “village industries™ were
an aitempl 10 lie the rural ureas in with
manulscturing,

The riesy ouilding on the site was a
aw il built in 1825 It purponediy
was tie Dust busd g 1 Northwalle,

In 1596 4 wood-working shup,
wpereted by the ). A Dubuw
Manufacturing Coupany, was built.
The ttweesstory brick plant turped out
wheztharrows,  beer  cutters, wood
publey hlacks and other wood products
untl more modern competition forced
iLs cosng.

Much of the original woodworking
equipment can  be seen today at
Greenfwd Vitlage in Dearborn where
Ford moved it during renovation of the
Northville plant  for  valve-making
operations, & &

During the winter months of 1919,
1or vilve muking machinay from

ordon plant, and one complere

¥ 4 T valve production unit from
Highland Park, were instalied,

On  March 20, 1920, valve

production began 1t Northville. During
the next 14 years, 18] million valves
were produced in 1he original building.

By [936. 3 more modern piant was
needed ind the present building of

s - 5
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BERT PHILLIPS INSIDE FISH HATCHERY

WARREN PRODUCTS STANDS TODAY

steel and brick was constructed, In the
early days of the new plant, & Fhz
overshot  water wheel, powered by
water piped from a small nearby lake,
wis ued 10 drive a 30 horsepower
electric generator,

In tecent years the generator has
not been in operation, but the water
wheel is kept in operating condition to
preserve the “villige industries”
atmosphere,

The plant i active in the

production of intake and exhaust valves.

Exhuust valves produced at the
plint begin, a3 in the pam, at the Rouge
fnt in the Dearborn  Specialty
Foundry. Single piece nickel<chrome
alley exhaust valve castings are shipped
1o the Northville plant for 3 series of
grinding operations. .

Intake vaive manufacturing was
begun at the plant during the carly
1950 and in 1956 the plant was
expanded 1o enable the building to
handle the increased produstion.

On  February 1, 1957, the
Northvile functions were assigned to
operale under the jurisdiction of the
Dearborn Engine Plant in the Engine
and Foundry Division of the company.

Today, 300 employees are
involved in the production of 150.000
valves daily. The valves are used in all
the cars of the Ford and Mercury lines
except the Continentai.

The valves are shipped to Ford
engune plants where they are assembled
ino the ar engines.

The Northvile Valve is the only
une of the original “village industries”
aill i opestion. Though it began
making valves for Model T cars fifty
vears ago, today it produces the valves
for the latest models.

LB
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NORTHVILLE FORD VALVE PLANT IN 1936

Richardson Buys
Clover Condensery o

JAN. 3, 1908 — On New Years day
the Milk Condensing plant of the
Clover Dairy Co, known as the Rogers
Oakland Phnt, located in ths north
part of the village (Buse Line) was sokd
to the Northrille Condensing & Chesse
Co., of which Governor Warner ang T.
C. Richardson are the proprietors.

At the trantder of the property
Wednesday, The Clover Dairy Co. was
represented by President Abert
Albricht and Director W. C. Glines,
both of Detroit,

Mr. Glinet called in the patruns of
the condensery and explined the
1tuation:

“We have soid this plant” said Mr.
Glines, “to Wamer & Richardson or
«<ather given it away. Since operating it
our company have lox upwards of
$40.000 and we thought the quicker it
was dispoted of the soner our los
would stop. [t has been 3 losing
investment from the start for our
company, but we thought it our duty
to calf in the patrons and explain the
situation and assure them that they
waukd be paid in full before the LOth
of the month for all that was due for
their milk,

“*Warner and Richardson  will
operate the plant in connection with
their other plant and will be pleased 10
receive your mulk the same as we have
in the past.”

The history of milk condenseries
in Northville during the past dozen or
two years has been 2 “*rough and hilly"
one. The uld Clover Condensery, with
an cxpensive plani, located near the
fish hatchery, hummed along for some
years and at st went o the wall
carrying along witl it & severe loss to
the farmers.

A mitk station existed at the P M.
depot for awhile and finally quit
business. Then the Narthvilts

Condensing Ca. was organized, building
1 plant near the Yerkes Mill {on
Griswold). It was not a financil
success, and later it was bought for less
than half what it cost by Wamer &
Richardson and has been opersted by
them for some years as the oaly
successful condensing plant in this part
of the state,

Then came the Rogers Cakkand,
which less than two years ago waa
reorganized a1 the Clover Dairy Co.
Plant above referred to and which has
now been sold as indicated in the
opening paragraph of this article.

Warner & Richardson assurred the
patrons they would operate the Clover
plant and would be pleassd to receive
all the mitk they could deliver and for

See page 5-E
for story

on Richardson

which they would at all times pay the
highest price possible and still be able
to operate the busness withouw a loss,

Mr. Glines stated that at times his
vompany had been paying a higher price
for mikk, including the expensive
manner of gelting some of it to the
factory, then they had been abk to sell
it for in the city.

The price paid by Warner &
Richardson for the plant was §5.700,
hardly more 1han .~e-founth of its
original cost. The piant is one of the
mast complete and moduin ones of the

" kind ir the st und the new owners

will endeavor to operate it 1o irs fullest
Mnacity
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Private Golf Course Once Stood

On N. orthvie R

Just plain old swampland 80 years
130 on the edge of a small village
tramaformed later into a small private
1olf cowrse,

That's just part of the story of Lhe
fabulous growth of the Nocthvile
Downs a3 it ceiebrates its 26th season
of night harness aacing this year,

The idea of night harnem racing
was pioneered at Northvile, with the
fost evening racing,in Michigan held at
the Downs on September |, 1944,
Admission to the 8:30 p.m. races wag
60 cents,

History of the track, however, goes
back more than 26 years. In fagt, the
fiest roots are buried at the beginning
of the | %00,

It was at the turn of the century
that a2 now forgotten industrialist
bought the tract at what is now Center
Street and Seven Mile Road and
mstalled a private nine hole golfl course.
A few years later, a goup, . which
included the late Ed Starkweather
among others, raised $1000 (o
purchas the land and started what is
the racing plant of today.

The group spent weeks and weeks
flling in the land, hauling  huge
boulders from every spot  within
distance of a horse and wagon and then
fill dirt by the ton w form the base of
the pressnt track.

After that came days of TR ping
and work to develop a track suitable
for  matinte performances. There

W't any gandstand but picaic tables

® browht in and it was 2 Sunday
guthering place for the families with
the sundardbreds performing on the
track.

The Northville Fair was organized
1 few years later. The fair grew and
grew until it was rated one of the best
in Michigan. it artraered thousands of
viitors who rade the trip to the
six-day affamr.

A wooden grandstand was erected
and served in good siead for years until
it burned down in the eurly 1920%.
There were 2 few years when the track
was withouwt 2 grandstand but then in
1926, the ame group of investors heid
2 stock wle ~ 300 shares at $i0 - ro
buikl a new grandstand with & capacity
of more than 3,000,

It was 2 {temendous thing for that
era and ail tut paid for i1self with the
additional artendance at the annual fair
and the matines Tacing programs,

it was a0 dwing the siock nlk
that the Northville Driving Club began
to phy a major rale in the start and
eventuad 1ise of parimutuel wagering
and night racing. The stockhokers
were members of the Driving Club
which owned the grounds and the
grandsiand,

Dr. Linwood Snow. retired but
ftill 2 Nocthville resdent, was a prime
™Over in the events leading Lo the start
of night rscing.

Dr. Snow, one of Northville's most
colorful and beloved citizens, was a
Jeader in politics as well as one of the

y's top physicians. He was interested
tverylhing that would help
worthwille, especially the Northvilie
Driving Clud of which he was a chartet
mefber.
During the late 305 and carly "40s,
“Doc™ was manager of the Michigan
Stute Fair, where he worked hard to
uphoid the  Sure's reputation for

Continued on Page 6-E
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Locking past an old
Northville power house on Beal Street towards the
“Athletic Park”™, once called the “Fairgrounds”

track
i

R
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track, The picture, taken sometime before 1908,
shows a part of Northyille peior to construction of

River Street,

and today the site of Northville Downs harness

Sam Brader Founder

Clothing Store Started in 1924,

Familiarity and a long hatory of
loyal employees have car-marked
Brader’s Department Store the
Northville clothing department store.
For nearty SO years now their range of
merchandise, managed by Northville
clerks, have been servicing  this
community,

The businest was launched in 1924
when Sam and Maory Brader came to
Northville. They opened 3 clothing
More om North Center street,
immediately next to the old Northvilie
Opera house. In 1928 they moved the
business (o its present location an 41
East Main. There it stands today,
slightly aitered by continued
expansion.

Shortly after the move to Mam
Street Brader took on a partner,
nephew Harty Himmmelsteib, He came
from Lhe city having previously worked
in several Detron clothing stores. The
two mansged the store together untjl
1945, when itiness forced Brader 1o sel)
out.

The Braders then moved with their
two daughters to Tucson, Arizoma,
where they are il Living.

Thraughout the years, Brader's has
continued to increase it range of
merchandise. [t has expanded ity
selection of girls’ and womens' clothing
while maintaining its steady supply of
shoes and mens' clothing, Every
student of Northville Junior High has
been to Brader's at leaw once to
purchase a gym suit,

After the departure of Sam and
Mary, Himmelsteib continued
Managing the store alone.. This lagted
until 1963, when illness forced him to
sell. He then traveled South where he
lived until his death in 1965.

Like his predecessor the new
owner, Awon Gellerman, was a
clothing merchant from Detroit. Under
his dircction the interior of the okl
store was comnpletely remodeled, hut

’ February 22,

the original building remained the
same. The most major change was the
removai of a center partition, which for
yesrs had divided the men's

F. L. West Opens

Cheese Operation

MAR. 10, 1892 ~ The Northrille
cheese factory wAll be in full operaticn
April |. The Kator building owned by
A. B. Smith on Main Street i now
being fitted up for chat purpose. The
factory will be under the management

vof F. L. West, an experienced chewse
maker. We believe some Northvills
Gpital is also interested in the concern
and it promises to be o ahuble
industry for our village.

depurtment from the women's side.

- Unlike other stores, Brader's hag
bad 2 relatively siow turnover among
its employees. Indeed most of itg help
tre  Northvills poopke who have
watched the store grow aing change
with the town, Mist Mazzie Markham
hags boen a1 clerk in the woman's
department since 1935, Mrs, Maxine
LaRue, secretary and bookkesper, has
worked there on and off since 945,
Other women with 2 history of faithful
service inchude Elien Modos, Janjee
Hummer, Veronica Roberts and Donm
Bia,

Among the men Maurice Giles,
manager of the shoe depwrtment and
Dennis Wilkie, z clerk in the men's
division have worked for Brader's ]
aumber of years,

Condensery Owner
Dies in Northville

JULY 3,1936 - T.G. Richardson,
87yearold  Northvile businessman,
civic leader and a business associate of
former Governor Fred M. Warner, died
al his High Street home early last
Friday, following an Qlness of severa]
weeks,

Born in Lincolnshire England,
1849, the boy Thomas
George crossed the Atlantic at the age
of three and came 1o Lve in Hoily,
Moving to Northvilk more than 50
yewrs ago, he set himself wp in the
men’s clothing business, and Ais store
was one of the first of any size in the
village,

A$ he took his place among
Northville's most prominent citizenry,
his interests came to include almost
#VELY  Civic  enterprise  the villuge
engaged in - Lunking, the far
assuciation, the CEMELery associgtion.

Instrumental in forming the
aswciation that built Rumal Hi)
Cemetery, Mr, Richardson ahwvays had
i iterest in it In (929, he
constructed a pool in the CEMRISTY 332
memorial to his wife, who died 3 yeur
before,

He was always a leader in activities
of the Northville Wayne County Fair,
and he personally supervised the
construction of some of the buildings
now on the {sir grounds,

He early became amocisted with
Governor  Warner jn the milk
condensing business, snd the
Richardson-Warner Condensery  was
one of the fuyest, and best known in
the state. He remuined ciose 1o Warner
when the threeterm governor was in
the executive’s affice and iways
remained a close friend of the Warner
family.
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Downs Pioneered Night Horse Racing

Contisued from Page 5-E

having the moa cutstanding state (air
in the nation.

While he was state fair manager,
"“Doc¢” toured the State and visited
many of the county fairs, especially
lonis County Fair, which had
deweioped it harmess racing into a
popular event.

In 1940, when Dr. Snow laft his
pasition with the State Fuair, he was
asked Lo take the presidency of the
Driving Club and the management of
the Northville Fair.

His first Northville Fair was the
biggest financial success in history.

Then ame World War I1. Fairs

xe more of less forgotten during the
#ar until 1944, when . Snow and
members of the Driving Club board of
directors were approached by a group
of Buffalo, New York, businessmen.

The group from Buffaio wanted 1o
discuss the possibility of holding night,
parimutuel betting programs at
Nocthville Downs,

The directors agreed that hasness
racing under the lights at Northville
would never be a success, Pacers and
trotters had never raced in anything
bur daylight and who would ever come
out to watch them race at night?

They aiso wondered where anyone
would get horses to compete under the
lights, The proposition was unheard of
and seemed extremety risky from a

financial angle.
But Sam Wiedrick, Harold
Dennison and Joha J. Carlo,

represetatives of the Buffalo group,

wanted 10 give it 2 try. After months of
talks nd negotistions, they finaily
received an affirmative reply from the
Driving Club Directors,

‘Today Carlo is executive manager
of Northville Downs,

After some difficulty, the poles,
electric wires, lights and other things
necesmry for night racing were
assemnbled and the track was ready.
Then, the grandstand needed repairing.

The Buffalo group, which included
Max Brock, Abe Goidberg, Earl Reed,
Wiedrick, Dennison and Carlo, wasable
to find steei girders to reinforce the
grandstand. It was not considered safe
enowgh to support capacity crowds,

-

Carlo, an attorney, led the search and
procurement of the much needed steel,
With the track problem resolved,
another problem faced the men. They
had to convince horse owners und
trainers that the pacers could race at
night under lights, something that had
never been done before in the midwest.
One of the spost's greatest racing
secretaries, Edward Keller. was nemed
ricing secretary at the Dowm. He
immediately began visiting the county
fairs 10 sell night racing. Keller has had
2 hand in the development of almost
every race track in the United States.
: The great expeiiment al the
Downs finally became a ceality in the
fail of 1944,

Everything was ready - the track,
lights, operators and Driving Club ~
but les than 30 horses were on the
grounds,

There was a bit of financing
involved in getting that many horses.
Keller and Wiedrick scoured the county
{uirs. The winners would share in the
purse, and in addition, every owner
would receive 2 flat $100 for each
horse entered in the race.

Night harness racing was started in
Michigan that September | .

A 1ouch of county fair -was still in
the program. The field for the first race
came back for the fourth and seventh:
the horses in the second were back for
the fifth and eighth; and the starters in
the third were back in the sixth. Thete
wete eight horws entered in each of
eight races.

A towal of 24 horset were used
ach night. The same horses raced far
four or five nights in a row before
additions! pacers and trotters were
hired to the track by the $100 per tace
offer,

There was considerable doubt i
the minds of the Driving Club directors

ety

I

POLITICAL RALLY AT ‘FAIRGR(GUNDS' IN THIRTIES

about the success of the race venture
whea the ajghily handle averaged oniy
$20 000, There were many [ told you
50" pessimists.

The sxason lasted 20 nights and
plans were immediately laid for the
following spring races,

The 1945 season iocoked very
promising. Horsemen knew the pacers
and trotters could race just as well at
night as in daylight. Applications for
stalls came from Michigar and many
surrounding states,

Orlow G. Gwen of Noahville was
breaking wnto raging as an aanouncer. It
wam't Jong before he became known
through the nation. Qwen is still active
in the sport and is now vice-president
and general manager at Wolverine
Raceway,

Ed Keller moved East o
participat in the opening of 2 track in
New York, Johnny Daley was named
racing secretary. His young assistant
was Bill Connors. who was new to the
gme. Connors still directs racing at
Waolverine and Hazel Park,

The scene at the Downs was a

" coforiud one in those curly days. The

fany were just beginning to warm up to
hamess racing and there were many
horses that kept the crowd buzzing,

The handle at the track started to
climb upwprd and before long soared
over the S100,000 nightly average in
the spring. By fall it had pased
$175.000 ¢ night,

In 1946, haness racing had an
astronomical rise due to the efforts of
one pacer, “Dr. Stanton.”

“Dr. Stanton” was 1 green pacer
brought te Northville from Ontario by
Lindy Fraser, The horae was to become
one of the all-time greats.

Continued on Page 27.E
47 T H .
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Schraders Open
Northville Store
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' This is how it all began some 67
‘years 3go when Nelson C. Schrader §r.
and his brother, Fred, foundsd their
fumiture and undertaking busines in
Plymouth,

They opened a second branch in
Northville after buying the oid M. A.
Pocter Furnitwe and  Undertaking
concern in 1907, Nelson opernted this
stare, which is still in the same location
ar 111 North Cencsr Street.

During the eacly i900s
undertaking was done entirely in the
home, except for the caskets which
were upholstered inside and out at the
store.

In 1925 the partnership disolved
and  six years later Schraders of
Ptymouth discontinued their fumniture
line. The funeral home is aow owmed
and operated by Fred’s son, Edwin,

Mezawhuiz. Schragers of Northville
continued to grow and became. 3
*ading name in the feld of home
fumishings in this area.

A year after his Father died in
1936, Nelson Jr. completed studies at
Michigan State and took over active
management of the store, His son,
Netson C. Schruder, I, alw a graduate
of MSU, is now leaming the fumiture
business and will one day take over the
aperation for his father.

lronically, Schraders again  has
fumnitore stores in  Northville and
Ptymouth. They bought their original

building un Penniman Avenuein 1963,

Just as business has grown, 5o has
the sizs of the rores. They now have
some 42,000 square oot of display area
= o wmpwed to les than 4,000
square fest in both stores half 2
cantury ago.

Records prove that thers have
been single days in recent yewrs when
the volume of business was more than
the entire year of 1933, -

Bram beds, china closets,. tables
and chairs of yegtaryear are now sought
after and cherished by collectors. “The
variety of goods has  certainly
changed,”™ adds Nelson Jr. “Why in
those days uphoistered furnitum umwd
1o have one cover and & suite consisted
of 1 davenport, chair and rocker.”

Today thete are 13 employees

. with Schraders. Manager Harry Sedan

has been with the Northville stoce since
1936. Nelson remambers whea they
had enly thres peopis running the store
- ‘‘and we were openating 2n
underiakers business 100" he recalls.

“Carpet Land" was developed in
1965 when they moved their goods
into what was the Nocthville Post
Office. The business was incorporated
in |968.

Schraders maintins a tradition of
operation that is unchanged .~ quality
merchandize, Tair prices and two
fumiture sajesa yesr.

e at e et
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NORTHWEST CORNER — A hardware store was located in the
building where The Record office is locuted today. Earlier, the
Northrille Savings Bank was located here. Where Shafer Elactric is
shown in the picture was John McCullough’s cobbling shop and next
door fo it was the DUR waiting room.

0 NOM= R
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STONE GARAGE

e -

~ Fred Wendt operated #he®Main Street Garage”
in the stone building located at the northeast corner of Hutton and
Main sireets. “That’s why I know the building on the corner wasn't
the old stone schoolthouse that evervone s1ys stood there, That's

e . A,
N e athe

WARE'S RESTAURANT — Mrs. Ina (Waiters) Ware poses in front of
her store that stood where Brader’s department siore stands today.
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‘Freydl The

Tailor’

Arrives Here in 94

"My grandfather started out ay 5
Uior m Germany,” smid Tlyeurold
Charies Freydl, himseif the grandlather

" of Flve. “The entire (amiy, even the
the dathing -

;' Bruno Freydl, father of Chisles, * -
. arrived in samicobblestonied Northville

worwn, have been in
business ever since.”

s S50 iin 189 from My Yamion, Ohio. It was

" 1“Before the street was

e e

LR,

Cans, Cord

Carried ‘Phone’ Calls

APRIL 17, 1931 - “rpt tefll yous
story about Nocthville’s fire
t v sid  Charles :
lmning back in i big m
inother story was demended from hig
weeith of knowiedge of the earty
hi-oryofoww'a‘hge.

There no telephone
®ANCLONS between houses or towns
'hmhmaboy.fn those days folk

o vhit with their neighbory
Wommn ther had fime to knst

toa {requentiy for hit comfort until the
thought occurred o_him t0 make
simple telephons connection with his
home over on Cady 0 that he could
teﬂhi:\ﬂ‘i.famwmdthautopmhil
Plts in the oven to keep his dinner
warm while he finished mnding the
harness for some old Dobbin,

* Two or three ples werw erected
4ad 3 stout tord was Rretched betwesn
these with 2 tin can

. eudoflhcmrd.?homxlhmmhe

awnd hit wife
conversmtions at the “remarkable
distance™ of one block,

This was Northville's
telephone. Some yers ater 1 baj

: here he established his shop
i the Tailoe™

“Freyd}
t” In 4 room over what is now
_ the Old Mill Restaurant,
; He {ashioned Hand-made suits and
| other quments picce by piece until his
" eyo-sight failed him, then he brought in
. the made<o-messure line, in the eatier
i yours he was agisted by hi young
sisters Mary and Emma,
make vests,

Bruno married in 1896, Charles
was born in 1898 and the shop was
‘moved icross the streer to larger
quarters. An antique dealer presently
. 9CSUpies the spot, which is next dogr
"0 The Littls Peaple Shoppe.

: “We shared the building with
; Carpenter & Hufr™ fecalied Charies,

“They were in the hardware line. Dad's
- father-indaw, Charles Jostin, owoed the
-bulding then™ :
; Saturday night wasa SWinging time
_ In the villge, Before the "Crow’s Negt™
" was built at the intersection of Main
" Street and Center Street. the band
. Played in 2 huge wagon. As a tesnager
- Charies played the Alto Horn with the
" musiciuns for one dallar 3 performance,

“Those were the

cents & day to
‘clesn the cobblestones,” he continued,
paved they used
thow stones 1o build the Geotge
Alexander houss, but it wag lost in a
fire some years ago.”
When Bruno added dry cleaning to
it business in 1911, Chatles started
hsiping after school, *“We sponged and
presied everything by hand,” he wid,
“Cne day there W13 1 ey train
aceident and old Dog Henry rushed
down to lend 1mistance. He brought hi
blood<aked coat in later bus dad said
it coudn't be cleaned. [ asked if [
. -

- . e

fest -

telephone company was orpanired with-

Marion A, Porter as manager,

who helpad .

could try, and with 3 siff brugh,
clesning solution and elbow gream |
succaeded,"”

-7 Although he could talioe
" mend, it was then that Charles dacided

o concentrate an the claaning end of
the business.

Bruno made his seoond move whan
he boughu the building now houting
the Freydi Ladies Shop from Willium
Ambiler. “While dad had his men's shop
up, front, my wife, Velra, and | ran
ow cleaning business in back,” wmid
Charles. “Those depression years wers

ones. Not oo many peaple
wanted dry cieaning when they couid
saarcely feed themaelves.”

‘Meaawhile, Bruno's daughtar,
Nellie Barry, came into the store with
him and managed a ladies line of goods.
When he passed away in 1936, she ran
the shop by herself,

Charles purchased the fitele shop
now occupied by the Hartley-Powers
Gallery from Ambler's son, Shettil, in
1937. The ailery was previousty
William's office a5 Justice of the peacs,
and before that, 3n alley-way,

Two years later, Charles bought
out Netlie's men's line and included it
with his cleaning business, .

By 1943 the Freyd(s had outgrown
the little shop snd decided to expand
o the location which is now their
mea’s shop. The buiding, which
housed lirst, Cohen’s Dry Goods,.
Edwin White's Ory Goods, the A & P
Crocery  Siore and Walkers Pool
Room. wag bought trom Lida
Richardson Murphy.

“Our pres shop way moved
downstairs,” 1dded Charles, “but the
cleaning system remamined where it is
today, aw back jn cement block

uilding,

"We bought Nellie's ladies iine i
1961 and Velma, “Ma" i5 we call her,
took over and developed it into whar it
is today, Our son, Robert. sums this
building now. and Charles Ir. manages
the men's store.”

S0 it was, the humble beginnings
of “Freydl the Taitor” Few ino a
brge. family-owned business — and
now they we starting on the fifth
genetation,



First Schoolhouse Built of Logs
of Northville

. The history of Northvile's schools
gous back 143 years, to 1826 when the
first schogihous was built of logs.

The buikiing was Jocated on the
Willam Barton farm, three miles eant
of Northville. To the 10 students who
attended the school, the sight of wotves
emerging from the surrounding woods
w3 NOt Uncommon,

ln 1829, two other district school
houses were built, Coe was located on
Griswold Hill, east of town, and the
other in the western part of Northville,

Fire Rips School
Here In 1936

JANUARY 17, 1936 ~ Fire
wmpictely destroyed the eight room
brick veneer grade school buiding here
eurly Monday moming. it is bebeved
that sparks from the chimney caught in
the cupols o the roof and caused the
conflagration which could not be
controlled in the Agh winds.

Fhmes from the building were
discoversd 1t § a.m by Miss Constance
Lee, 2 nurse at the Sessioms Hospital,
who immediately notified the fire
department.

Afthough the amount of the

has not been detertnined,
Superintendent R. H. Amerman is of
the opinion that the 341 200 inrurance
mrotection curied on the building and

ipment will cover the loss. Only 3

+ black boards, desks and chairs were
stlvaged.

The building which was built in
1907, has long been looked upon as 2
fire hazard.

Mr. Amerman and members of the
school board have spent much time this
week in making arrangements for the
continuation of classes which have
been interrupted. All of the local

. churches offered rooms which might be
- 07U used, [t was finally utanged to place

the pupils in the American Legion hall,
the Lapham State Bank and the
Richardson building on Main Sireet in
an effort to cantralize the grades as
much a3 possible,

The Legion hall and the bank
building are to be used without rental
charge,

el et S TG T Sl
NION SCHOOL, NORTHVILLE'S FIRST HIGH

Three Miles East

on the wutheast comer of Taft farm
on Base Line Road (Eight Mile Road).
Both were built from logs.

In a few years the residents of
Northyille realized the noed for a larger
xchool. On August 31,1833, 2 meeting
of school distrit number two of
Pymouth Township was held at the
home of Samuel Sterling.

Daniei C. Cady was elected
chairman and tustees were Willism
Dunlap, Samuel Sterling:, J. M. Mead
and A. Wataon, .

The members wted to erect 2
schoolhous for 100 students on
Hutton Avenue near Main Street.

The school was built of cobble
stone, laid in lime mortar, and
remained standing untii 1923,

In those early days the wages for
teachens were from 51 1o $2 per week.
School was in sstsion six days exch
week with only an occasional Saturday
afterncon holiday,

There were several privats school
operating in the Northville area from
1840 to 1850. Batsy Shea conducted 1
“Selact Schooi”, which was attended
by Northyille children. The Morthville
Academy waa pethpas the best known
of the private schools,

“Unlike those of the commen
district school,” wrote T. R. Bel,
former Northville Academy pupd, “its
patrons were confronted each term
with a ‘mte bill’ computed by adding
all the iterm of expense for the term
and dividing it by the total number of
days his chidren had attended, 3
process which involved some
perplexing fractions of a cent per day.”

By 1849 the popubtion of
Northville had increased and snother
larger wchool was needed. The New

Site Chosen

For Amerman

May 17, 1956 — The Manning &
Locklis property west of QOakwood
subdivision and adjoining the Amerman
Elementary School oa the South and
West has been recommended by Eberle
M. Smith Assoctates, Inc., architects
and enginsers, as the most desirable of

four suggested locations for the
proposed new Northville High School.
¥

sttlers to Notthville, this stone school was built on a site
overlooking what today is the Ford Fieid.

School Presbyterian church {pow the
Northville Township offices) was
purchased for 3837 and converted in
claswrooms. '

In 1850, the ol¢ stone school was
sold to David Barnum for $67.

In 1863 it became spparant thata
still larger building would be needed.
The school board members passed 2
resohution 1o raise $5000 for the
purpose of building 2 new schoolhoyse.
At this time the nurnber of trustees was
increawd from four to six, and the
name was changed from the commeon
school district to x high or graded
school.

The board decided to construct a
two-iofy brick building east of where
the Main Sizeet Elementary School
stands todzy. The cost of the buikding
was raised 10 57,000 and when finally
complated reached $11,000.

The school was fimghed @
September, 1855,

The new structure was khown ag
the: Northville ‘Union Schdol,” and
became the first high school In town. It
was organized under the direction of
Professor William A. Ozband.

Students wero taught the “three

RY" along with Greek, Latin, French
and German. There were four teachers
employed for the 100 students. About
50 to 60 students were ensolled in the
gade school.

The school was available to

smdenP !;pm the sumounding ares,
those [ro
tujtion.

m outside Northville paying

For one term the fee for an

acidemic course was $5.20: for the
junior course, $4.50; intermediate, 54;
and primary, $2.60.

Sec *Union School™ on Page 12.D

Dubuar Honored
At Dedication

MAY 7, 1937 — Charles L.

Dubusr, present at the grade school
dedication April 22, was the fint
ex-board member to be asked to stand
for public recognition,

In paying tribute to Mr. Dubuar,

Dr. A, B. Wickham toid of the 32 years
of consecutive service Mr. Dubuar had
given the village of Northville when
through the years he sat on the bourd
of education, .
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‘Union School: Our

Continued from Page $-0

Thers wers axtnn  chargea for
vusic, drawing and penmmoship,
studants were advised they could
obtxin good room and bowrd in private
bomes for $3.50 1 week.

two week holidty obmrvd for
Christrms. Tt apring term began in
tade March and ended i June.

The rules =d reguistions were

Rk:mdl‘n.dtobdfoﬂomd.Afew

formaticn of tha *“Union School”

The first alumni orgenization was
formed In 1881, Eight years later is was
dishanded and reotginized lster under
the direction of Joha D. LaRua.

Bari Gy, r.aiephonu and fire

Aﬁusmuo(mpublksehoolln.

March, 1896, & staff member of The
Record wrote, “The remady for the
over: crowding must be oo
forthcoming; and the parents, woters
and taxpayers should think of the best
wiy to mest the question whea it
comee up. The school buildimg is not
adequate to the needs of the town,

“The worthy peopls who planned
the school and secured the present

First High School

faced West Street (now closed)
betwesa Main and Cady. Tha oid
“Union School'’ became the
elementary school,

Fire destroyed ths “Union
School™ in 1916. A new school was

bullt for $75000, It was the first:

school in- Northville 0 have a
gymmsium, The elementary school was
maved to the old high school and the
high schoolers attanded clames in the

For one term the fee for an
academic course was $5.20; for the

Junior course, 3450; intermediate,
$4; and primary, $2.60 . ..’

location, could not have- forseen the
growth of the vilige in the cpposite
direction. Ther¢ we many chidren,
who sthould be regulsr avendants of
the first grade this winter who are not
quits old enough to be trusted xo far
{rom home during the inclment
weather of the winter term, and spring
will bring tn influx of thess youngsters
1nd some who are rexi beginoers to the
tiready overcowded {irst primary. The
only way t0 do thess children justice is
to place 1 school whers the digtance
will not deter them [rom daily
attendance.”

In 1907, 1 high school was built to
eax the overcrowding, The budding

new buiding.

Tanuary 13, 1936, fire struck the
ebmentary school. The bleze began
wound § am. in the cupola on the
oof, started by sparks from tha
chimney. Firemen from Northvills and
Plymouth battled the fire untd 8 am.,
on what jome sid was “the coldast
day of the year,”

Onty s few blackbosrds and chairy
sere mved fom the school

The 358 elementary pupils were -

tempocardy housd by gndes in the
American Lagion Hall, Lipham Stats
Bank and the Richardson Building,
Supplementary books “and supplies
were domated by the Phymouth school
Tystem.

Construction begsn o0 1 Dew
elomemtacy school in July, 1936, The
school, kmown a3 the Main Strest
School, was completsd. Fabruwy 6,
1937, ut 2 cost of $99 000, Dediation
ceremonies were heid Aprd 22, 1937,

With the oxpension of Northwile,

“the ciy’s school sysam again rrached

‘.hupuntwhmmvdaﬁoomm
neoded,

To alleviate the probhm. an
additicn was built on o the* Main
Strewt School in 1949,

A sow sementary school, Russell
H. Amerman, was opemed Soptamber'8,
1955. The school had 2 capacity of 300

" students with 10 damrooos for grades

kindergarten through six. It was buit
& cost of $300.000.

An addition was built on the
school in 1957, The eight more
clasgooms increased the school’s
apacity by 200 studenta,

Building projects in the school
system ‘continued and plans wers laid
for construction of a $2 millica high
school in 1958,

In 2 umique cerzmony, ground was

broken foc the new school March 14,
1938, by members of the high school
sudent orpanizations. Ciy officials
tided in the shovel-turning.

The school was completad in the
spring of 1959 and both jumor aad
segior high students wers moved into
the budding. The Main Street School
was then remodeled 302 cont of akmost
3200,000. When compieted in
September of the sme yesr, it becamae

Sel"F'usr'ouPapllD

I hursday, Juty 17, 1969
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Wolves Greeted Students

" by Ida Hamiltoa Hendryx

AUG. 26, 1927 ~ I find in
examining old school records, the first
settlers came. to our town in 1826, and
our first school house was buit in
1827, This was but & log hut on s farm
then ownad by William Barton,
Hizabeth Yerkes being the teacher. She
taught ten scholars. She later masried
Mr. Wilkinson. The winter following
Hram Willworth (an uncke of Asa
Randoiph) taught school in 4 log czbin
on what is now the Wiliam Taft farm.

Mr. Randolph attended school here, .

and on being disminad one day, as he
came outside, he taw two wolves
coming down the hill, which at that
time was a dense woods,

The next season a public school
was built by Bels Chase, on the C, A,
Griswold fum. Some my this was
where the old barn stood on the
Griswold mare; some sy it was near
where the George Yerkes houss now

Grade School
Dedicated Here

APRIL 16, 1937 — Dedication of

" Northyille's new 599,000 grade school

building next Thursday, April 22, will

feature an address by Dr, Eugene E.

Elliott, state superintendent of public
instruction,

Main Street Elemenwury) building
replaces the old one, torn down after
being razed by fire on January 13,
1936, Consmruction on the new
building, of an entirely” modernistie
design, began July 26, 1936, It was
completed February 6, 1937,

PWA offices in Detroit estimate
that 33,500 work hours were put in
building the structure and
ipproximately $27,700 spent in wages,
A PWA loan of 327000 ind an
outright gnnt of 542954 aided
Northville in finascing the building,

From the ume the old grade
building bumed until classes were held
in the new structure, pupils were
“farmed owr™. Teachers met their
classes i deserted houses and empty
buildings,

Chapman Annexed

Aug. [, [955 = Chapman School
District Ne. 7, Novi township. ekctors
wited Monday, 55-18, to annex the
Chapman school at Nine Mile and Taft
oads to the Northville Public School

The new grade school (now cziled ;

stands, Mr. Chase built of logs, hewed
on ome tide, so thay wers flat, and
made the seats in the same way. He
furnished all materiai for building and
fumithings insids for $35.00.

In 1833 a meeting was called in
District No. 2 in Plymouth, at the
howse of Samuel Stirling, to make
arrangements to build a public school
house. Daniel Cady was called to the
chair. Mesgs, Dunlsp, Stirling, Meed
ind Watson were elected trustees. The
site chosen was north of what we called
the Hirsch bizcksmith shop, which
stood at the corner of Main and Hutton
Street. The building was to be of
oabble stone, Luid in lime mortar, sight
feet between joints, eighty feet long
and twentydour feet wide, for the
accommodation of one hundred
tcholars, T have been informed Stephen
Gage was the first teacher In this
bullding. He had the reputation of
being & wonderfully good instructor at
that time. David Gage was his son, and
s the only one now' living who
attendad this school that | know. In
later years David Gage was also 1 wry
able teacher. The wages (not salaries
in those days) were from $1 to $2 per
week. They taught from eight am. to
five p.m., Saturday included.
Occasionally they had a half day off on
Saturday. A tax of 5300 was levied to
buid this stone school house, and [ am

told it was very hard to maise this
amount,

November 16, 1840, an important
document had teen deliversd to the
director by Daniel Cidy, mme being a
warmanty deed cxocuted by William
Dunlzp and wife, Sally, on the 4th day
of September, 1534, doeding the land
on which the stons school houm was

First Hig

Continued from Page §2-D°
the “new™ home for jumior high
students,

Another elementary school was
added o the system in 1967 with the
epening of Monine Elementary
School. The 12 clasrooms houmd 350
sudents in grades one through five,
Total cost of the school was §716,325.

In October, 1967, Ida B. Cooks
Junior High was opened. The school
was built at & cost of $1,369 414. The
junior high on Main Strest was umd
putially by Main Street Elementury
School. Part of the school was used for
the Board of Education offices which
were moved from the old library
building, now the Township Hall.

An addition to the high school was
built at & cost of pearly $1.1 million.
The capacity of the school wis boosted
to mare than 900 studeats when the
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of Past

built to District No. 2 in Plymouth to
the directon and succemors in office.
Private schooks were in different
places in town. Abbie Horton taught in
the ball room of what is now Northville
Hotel and Cafe. My, Service tiught in x
hous that stood where the T, G.
Richerdson houss iy and now oocupied
See “faided"” on Page 13-D

h School

addition opened las yeas.

An indoor swimming pool was
added to the school and dedicution
ceromonies were held in April 1969,

Northville High School held ity
100th comrmencement June 10,
granting diplomas to 183 students,

The city’s school system has come
2 13ng way since 1826 when ten pupis
attended school in 4 log hut. Former
Superintendant of Schools, Ruseil H.
Amerman, administrator for 32 years,
began his career in 1927 as high school
principal. There were them 600
students and 30 texchers in the system.

Today there are 2,500 students’
ad 130 teaschers houssd @ five
modern buikiings.

A1 Northville grows, the school
fystem continues to grow, kesping paca
with the changing world.

a3

We've started the fire to light the condles

', on your birthday cake.

"‘“

Congratulations

to our hometown
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bchooi Builder ,]aued jor Book ihejt

Wrive of BiemEngham, attended both.

" whoods. 1 know of no others
RN o now alive. [ xm told of ore
whool in the hous south of the offics
of the iste Dr, Turner, but find no
record . One on the sits of
Mo, L. * house, taught by Mr.
Ameg, who later buft the Northvile

EE

Tinbam wod Abvin Blair aze all 1 know
wha sre alive who attendad this school,

We now come ww our Northville
Acazdemy, the record of which was
written by Frank Beal for Mrs. Narcia
Dubusr, who loaned it to me, and
which [ copy a3 written:

1 somebody -« jome day ~
should scrape off the outer coat of
mint, it would disclose the words
“Northville Acsdemy” in plin black
v cters over the entrance of the bulding
aow owned by Am Randolph and
family (“now tha home of Mr,
Randolph’'s daughter, Mn. John
Tinham}j™. The buiding »as erecied by
A. G, B. Ames, who had been keeping
what was called 2 “Select School™ oa
the pat now occupied by Mrs. L, L.
Srooks. | suppose “Sclsct School”™ was
dengned to distinguish it from the
mmon  distriet shool. where the

~t were confronted every lerm

‘rate bill™, computed by adding
au ... items of axpense for the term
and dividing it by the tocal number of

days, which were uught, then charging

each paton with the number of days
hit children had attended, 2 proces
.which involved some perplexing
fraction of a cent per day.

*Ta retum 1o our academy, AInes
compection with it was short lived, and.
mded by his being convicted of
straling books from a Detroit concern

*. snd his sentence 1o Jacksod prison fora
! term of five yearw

“The school wai re-opened by
Sylvesier Cochran, who came from
Vermontnlls, with a wife, one son,
Lyman, and a dsughter, Samh. The
academy Had more than a
reoutauomand the names of lsae Buch
aad Jerome Tumer, bota from' Howell,
and two jons of Governor Bingham
were on (he school rodl. | think the rwo

local.

latter cama from Lansing, Mr. Cochnin
was an ordaiced Congregaticoal
minister and served s pastor of the
“New . Sclol Presbyterisn . Church™,
now the “Lidier Library™. The entire
famdly rests in Rucai Hill Cemetury.
The Northville Acdemy camm to
s end sbout the time the pubkc
schools ‘became fres, but it still Lwesin
the hearts and minds of thoss who had
acoess o the advantages that it gave.
Among them can be countad the writer
of this sketch, for in its halls he guined
the little that he kiows — F. R. Beal,
Detroit, August 28, 1919."°

On October 14, 1843, 2 larger
ichool building was noedsd and 2
committes appointed to draft plans for
samw. They reportad Later to the board,
but 0 late to begin buddiog that fail.
Junumy 16, 1844, 1 special mweting
wis called, with so few pressnt that
they decided to wait until the district
wanted 1 school hous befors they
bugt,

Septamber, 1849, the board
moved to 2gain consder building 1
larger school house, and in 18463 they
decided 1o rzise $5000 for that
purpow. At this time the name wa
changed to Northville High School, and

Cor:grat‘u/ah'ond
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the uumb-er of trustess to six. The slte
chosen was the west end of the Dr.
Gregory lot, [t was voted to buidd of
brick, have 1 “basement and two
stories,” This  was finished and
occupind Saptember 4, (365, costing
$7000. The sita was the mme our
present high school, | can remember
very well how thrilling it was to be one
of the firet pupds in thiv perfectly
wonderful buiding, Nothing like for
miles around. For nonresidents, the
tuition for a term, acdemic, $5.20;
jenior, 3$4.50; intermediste, 54
primary, $2. There were extra charges
for drawing, music and peamanship.

.ENTARYSC’HODL DE.S'IROYEJEYFIREBV 1936 2

Good board and room could be had in
private families for $3.50 per week, '

November 6, 1565, the school
board votad to buy a melodian for um
@ «chool. This was the first time muss
was added to the cumiculum,

Mim Alice Berl wus ths (irmt
graduate to receive a diploms. This was
given In Jupe, 1875, ind was
handpainted by A. M. Randolph on
parchment paper.

This school house buming in 1914,
and owr present school house budt in
[9135-16. The grade school was erected
in {907,
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This section is $or

Suﬁse,s‘ﬂms Srom Feadhers who have
Lsed Woash-Oak Schoel and can share
1deas Hrat weuld help cthers use
the mokecials, books, faci(ity. |

We eypet this sedion +o be added
o, and *‘obe wupdated recS:loxb.



Retess Games

Lunch Suggestions



Recess

As the nineteenth century progressed, a new educational awareness of recreation entered the teacher's lesson
plan. We have included a series of games popuiar in the nineteenth century, some which have remained popular
until today, Exercise was aiso brought into the classroom after the mid-nineteenth century, If it is raining
during your visit, you may have your students do some stretching or minimal movement exercises such as toe
touches, jumping jacks or arm circles.

Nineteenth-Century Children's Games for During Recess
Hide-and-Seek  Tag Games  London Bridge  Follow-the-Leader  Mulberry Bush

The Story Game

One of the players starts an original story, and leaves off in a very exciting place. His left-handed neighbor must
instantly continue it, also stopping in an exciting place. The game continues until the story is ended by the last
player.

Twenty Questions

One of the players is sent out of the room, and the others agree upon some subject, which he is to discover within
twenty questions. They must all be of the nature as can be answered with “yes”, or “no”.

Leap Frog Relay

Form two or more lines. The last person in each line leap-frogs over the others who are squatting to the front of
the line. Once they have reached the front, they squat, and the last person begins moving up the line, The team
wins whose players have all moved up the line one time,

Children’s Games
Hide and Seek Touch Football Round the Muiberry Bush
Pom-pom Pullaway Tag Games Simon Says
Run Sheep Run Blind Man’s Bluff Hide the Thimble
Ring Around the Rosie London Bridge Drop the Handkerchief
Tug-O-War Hopscotch Skipping Rope

Farmer in the Dell Foilow the Leader May I?
* Catch



Mill Race Games
Have You Seen My Sheep

Players sit or stand in a circle, "It goes around outside of circle , stops behind second player and asks, "Have
you seen my sheep?” Second piayer answers, “What does he look like?”’ “It" describes third player. and second
player tries to guess who was described, If he guesses correctly, he chases the third player around outside of
circle to tag him before he can retumn to his place. Ifthird player is tagged, the second player is "It" and the first
“It” takes a place in the circle. If the second player cannot guess correctly who the third player is, "It moves
benind someone eise and begins again.

Trades

Mark goal line across each end of play area. One group stands behind each goal. First group decides on a
trade. They leave their goal, go to the other group calling, “Here we come.” Second group asks, “Where
from?"” Pirst, "Postsmouth”, second, "Whats Yyour trade?”. First, "Lemondade", Second, "Show us some!” First
group pantomimes a trade (carpenter, spinning, etc.) Second group guesses trade. Ifthey guess correctly, they
chase the first group. First group tries to reach their goal befoe being tagged. Ifthey are tagged, they join the
second group and the second group then repeats game,

Cross Tag

"It" chases a player to tag him. The winner is safe if another player crosses {deliberately or otherwise) between
him and “It", “It“ must chase the one who crossed. If more than one player crosses, "It” chases the nearest to
him. The one tagged then becomes “It”, The original "It becomes the runner,

Prisoner's Base

Mark bases on each end of playing area. Each team has one end base, Mark prison on one end of each base. Each
team tries to take members of the other team as prisoners, A tagged player becomesa prisoner. Heis placed in
prison. A team member may free the prisoner by reaching the person without being tagged. Those with
prisoners (tagged or being freed are safe. Those between their own goals are safe. Team with most members at
end of game wins,

Yards Off

A post, tree, or wall is goal. Players group around goal. A player throws a stick away from goal, "It” gets the
stick & brings it back to goal while others runand hide. Then "“it” looks for others, Anyone seen by "It” must go
to goal as a prisoner. A player may free all prisoners if he can retumn to goai and throw stick away from goal
without being seen by “it", The freed prisoners hide againwhile "It" replaces stick. Last player caught becomes
"lt”, First “It” throws stick.

Hunt the Ring

A ring is threaded on a long piece of string with the ends Joined. The players stand in a circle, the cord passing
through their closed hands. The ring circulates from one to another, while a player in the center of the circie
endeavors to find it. When he does, the person in whose hands the ring is found takes his place.

Drop the Handkerchief

The players stand in a circle and join hands. One walks round outside the circle and drops a handkerchief behind
one of the players, who instantly picks up the handkerchief and pursues him. When he catches him the two
change places and the game continues.

The Drawing Game

The players must be provided with paper and pencils and each makes a rough sketch at the top of his paper
illustrating some historical or well known scene. Writing at the bottom of the paper what it is, and turning over
what is written, Lie passes the drawing on to the player at his left side, who writes at the bottom what he thinks it
represents, then turns it over to his left-handed neighbor; and so the game continues until ail have guessed. The
owner then reads to the rest the scene represented.



Choosing "It" Rhymes
Little boy driving cattle, don't you hear his money rattle? One, two, three, out goes he,
Aina, maina, ickery on, Feelsa, folsa, Nivholas John, Quever, quaver, English naver, Stingumn, stangum, jollo buck,

One-ry, two-ry.discum dary: Hackibo, crackibo, Henry Lary; Discum dandy, American time, Humelum, jumelum,
twenty-nine.

Apples and oranges, two for a penny, Take a good schoiar to count as many. 0-U-T, out goes shel

Hunt the Slipper

The children sit on the ground with their knees crossed and close together. A slipper is handed to someone in
the circle and is passed on the outside of the circle (behind the children’s backs). One has been left out: the
slipper is given to a child who says: “Cobbler, cobbler mend my shoe, get it done as by helf-past two.” The chiid
then attempts to guess who has her slipper; this goes around until the slipper is found. Whoever is caught with
the slipper stands in the center and the game is repeated.

Telegraph

The players sit in a circle and the leader whispers some ancedote or quotation to his left-handed neighbor, which
he in tum repeats to the person next to him, and so on. The last player repeats what has been told to him. The
original is then repeated.

Earth, Air, Fire and Water

The players form a circle, and one stands in the center holding a handkerchief knotted intoa ball. He counts up
to ten, then throws the bail into someone's lap, calling out either, Earth, Air, Fire, or Water, If he cries “Earth"” the
person in whose lap the handkerchief has fallen must instantly name some animal which live on the earth; if the
word "Water”, some fish must be named; If "Fire”, something that can exist in fire; if "Alr”, some bird. If he
allows the ball-thrower to count up to ten without his answering he must paya forfeit, by moving into the center.

The Feather Game

The players sit close together, and one of them taking a piece of down (a feather) blows it up into the air, The
other players must keep it afloat by their breath, if anyone atlows it to sink to the ground he must pay a forfeit.

15
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Children have always played games. Team games, solitary games, and games played while singing

were as popular in the 1700’s as they are now. The following games were played by pioneer children
and are still played today. '

Hide and Go Seek . O

Leap Frog
Hop-Scotch

Tug of War

Jump Rope .o

Checkers

Cats-Cradle , .
Marbles

Tag

Blindman’s Bluff

Tug-of-War

Baseball

Horse-shoe Pitching _ _ :
Dancing Round the Maypole ) \
Kite Flying e [

Games Played While Singing

Here We Go Round the /I (I
Mulberry Bush

Oats, Peas, Beans and Barley

Grow

Go Round and Round the Valley

London Bridge is Falling Down

Ring Around the Rosy

| Put My Right Foot In

Pioneer Games
First - Third Grade Games

Call-Ball (Callie-ball, Ballie-callie) '

Qriginally played: Throw ball against wall and call a player’s name. Person named must strike ball
back against the wall on the first rebound and cail another player's name,

Variation: Players form circle. One child in center. He tosses ball, calling a player's name. Player cat-
ches ball on first bounce. If he succeeds; he takes the place of the one in the center,

Charlie Over the Water

Charlie stands in center while players walk left in circle with hands ioined, chanting: “Charlie over the
water, Charlie over the sea, Charlie caught a blackbird, But he can’t catch mel” Players squat on “me.”
Charlie tags a player before he squats. One tagged takes Charlie’s place.

B1
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School-Ball or Teacher-8all :

Six to eight players stand in line facing “teacher.” Teacher tosses ball to each player in turn starting at
head of line. Player returns ball to teacher. If player or teacher misses they go to the foot of the Jine. First
in line is teacher. ) :

Ducks Fly or Cats Fly .

Leader calls, “Ducks fly! Birds flyl Horses flyl” etc. Leader pretends to fly each time he names an ani-
mal. Group imitates leader. Player who makes a flying motion when an animal is named that does not fly
is either out of the game or becomes the leader. Other actions such as swim, jump, etc. may be sub-
stituted. .

Blind Man’s Buff

it is blindfolded in center of circle. Circle moves to left until it claps his hands. /t points toward circle,
calling the name of an animal. The player to whom It is pointing must make the animal’s noise. t must
guess who the person is. Jt is given three chances. If the player is guessed, he becomes the blind man.
It It fails, the gamae starts again. '

Stone-Tag

Mark goals at both ends of playing area. One player is Stone. Stone squats in center of area. Players
gather around Stone. They run around him while he sits very stiil. When he calls “Stone!* he jumps up and
tries to tag them. They run to either goai. Anyone tagged becomes a Stone also. All Stones try to tag
others. Game is continued until all are caught. The first person caught becomes the next Stone.

82
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Pioneer Games
Fourth - Sixth Grade Games

Have You Seen My Sheept

All players sit or stand in circle. It goes around outside of circle, stops behind second player and asks,
""Have you seen my sheep?” Second player answers, “What does he look like?” It describes third player, and
second player tries to guess who third player is. If he guesses correctly, he chases the third player around
outside of circle to tag him before he can return to his place. If third player is tagged, he becomes /t. If he
is not tagged, the second player is It. The first it takes a place in the circle. If the second player cannot
correctly guess who the third player is, It moves behind someone else and begins again.

ﬁ“‘"\

v

Trades ‘

Mark goal line across each end of play area. One group stands behind each goal. First group decides
on a trade. They leave their goal, go to the other group calling, “Here we come!” Second group asks,
“Where from?* First: "‘Portsmouth.” Second: “What's your trade?” First: “‘Lemonade.” Second: “Show us
some!” First group pantomimes a trade {carpentry, spinning, etc.). Second group guesses trade. If they
guess correctly, they chase first group. First group tries to reach their goal before being tagged. If any are
tagged, they join the second group. The second group repeats game. ,

Cross-Tag :

It chases a player to tag him. The runner is safe if another player crosses (deliberately or otherwise)
between him and /t. It must chase the one who crossed. If more than one player crosses, It chases the near-
est to him. The one tagged becomes it. The ariginal it becomes the runner.

Prisoner’s Base

Mark bases on each end of playing area. Each team has an end base. Mark prison on one end of each
base. Each team tries to take members of other team as prisoners. A tagged player Becomes a prisoner. He
is placed in prison. A team member may free the prisoner by reaching the prison without being tagged.
Those with prisoners (tagged or being freed) are safe. Those behind their own goals are safe. Team with
maost members at end of game wins.
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Yards Off

A post, tree, or wail is goal. Players
group around goal, A player throws
a stick away from goal. It gets the stick
and brings it back to goal whiie others
run and hide. Then It looks for others.
Any prisoner seen by It must go té goal
as prisoner. A player may free gll pri-
soners if he can return to goal and throw
stick away from goai without being seen
by it. The freed prisoners hide again
while it replaces stick. Last player
caught becomes Jt. First It throws stick.

Stealing Sticks
Choose two teams, each having the same
number of sticks. Draw a line. Members of each
team put their sticks on their side of the line.
Whoever crosses the line may grab a stick, but
if caught (tagged) is put in prison marked out on
each team’s side. Only one stick can be taken
at a time. A player may return safely to his base
or side of line if he has a stick or is freeing a
ptisoner. The prisoner is freed if his team mem-
ber makes it to the prison without being tagged.
. The game is played until one team has all of
the sticks and has none in the other team’s
prison.

Beanbags: for toss and catch games )

A good beanbag is one made of sturdy cloth, well sewn, and partly filled with dried beans. A beanbag
gets rough treatment in use, so it must be of sturdy construction. The fabric must be strong, the thread
heavy, and the stitching well done..

Method:

1. Cut out the material (two sides in the shape desired.)

2. Add face details or decoration to one side.

3. Place the two halves of the bag together (face side inside) and sew together around the outside except
foran opening about 2% " long.

4. Turn the bag through this opening to bring the face side out and to conceal the seam.

5. Partially fill the beanbag with dry beans, either soybeans or navy beans.

6. After filling, close the opening by turning the edges in and hand-stitching.

B4

Pillant ) prmmbey g




Lunches

You may wish to suggest to students certain lunch items to add to the authenticity of the day. Discusswith your
children food Items that might have been available in this region. Before the days of commercial and home
refrigeration, food variety was often restricted to regional produce, meats, fish and fowl:

Suggestions from our research:

meat sandwiches

Jelly sandwiches (peanut butter was a scarce commodity except in local growing areas)
homemade bread

home-churned butter

Jjohnny-cakes

hard-bolled eggs (children often carried warm boiled eggs in their mittens to keep warm)
fruit {fresh or dried)

raw vegetables

cheese

beef jerky

pickles

milk

ginger ale

root beer

grape juice

doughnuts

cakes

Children would have carried their lunches to school in a basket, cloth bundle, in their pockets, or later in the
nineteenth century, a tin lunch kettle.

Com Bread
(9 servings)

I cup Quaker yellow com meal
1 cup sifted ail purpose flour
% cup sugar

4 teas. baking powder

1 tea sall

1 eqg

1 cup milk

% cup shortening, soft

Sift together corn meal, flour sugar, baking powder and salt in bowl. Add egg, milk and shortening. Beat with
mixer until smooth, about 1 minute. Bake in greased 8 inch square baking pan preheated hot oven 425 for 20
to 25 minutes.

Ice Cream
(1 gal)

4 eggs

2% cups sugar

6 cups milk

4 cups light cream
2 ths. vanilla

% tsp, sait

Beat eggs until light. Add sugar, gradually beating until mixture thickens. Add remaining ingredients, mix
thoroughly. Freeze in ice cream freezer,

16



Coriander Crisp Cookies

% cup shortening (50 cookies)

1% tsp. salt

14 Lsp. soda

5 tsp. coriander seeds (ground)
1 cup sugar

1 large egg

2 cups sifted all purpose flour
% cup buttermilk

Preheat oven to 375

Cream first four ingredients and graduatly blend in sugar

beat in eqgg

add flour aiternately with milk, making sure it is blended well into dough

Grease cookie sheets and drop about half a teaspoon of batter on the sheet for each cookie
bake for about 15 minutes or until lightly browned around edges .
cool on racks and store in airtight can if not to be eaten immediately

Butter

4 pt. whipping cream. Pour into glass jars. Shake into solid. Pour off extra liquid which Is
buttermilk. Sprinkle small amount of salt on butter.

Peanut Brittle

Pour 1 or 2 cups white sugar into pan. Heat slowly untit sugar starts to meit. Do not stir until small spot is
melted. Stir only where sugar is melted or it will be lumpy. When all sugar is melted pour into a buttered pie
pan which as been covered with peanuts, When cold, break inte pieces,

Boston Brown Bread
(makes 2 loaves)}

1 cup rye flour

I cup yellow commeal

1 cup whole wheat flour
% tsp. baking soda

1% tsp. salt

% cup molasses

2 cups buttermilk

% cup raisins

Step 1 Wash and dry coffee cans (1 Ib.)
Grease the insides of cans and lids with butter.
Sift dry ingredients and set aside.

Step 2 Combine molasses & buttermilk in a deep bowl and beat vigorously with a
wooden spoon.

Step 3 Add dry ingredients one cup at a time, stirring well after each cup is added.
Step 4 Add raisins and thoroughly mix them into batter,
Step 5 Pour batter into cans so that each 2/3 full.

Step 6 Put plastic lid on.each can and cover the lid with foil, securing with string so that
lid is absolutely watertight. ,

Step 7 Place cans on trivet or rack in large kettie., Kettle should then be filled with
boiling water halfway up the cans. '

Step 8 Cover kettle and steam for about 2% to 2% hours. Add more boiling water if
necessary. Bread should be removed immediately from tins if you pian to eat
it right away.
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